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TOWN WARRANT
The State of New Hampshire
Polls will be open from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Voting on Articles 1-12 will be at polls.
Remaining articles will be considered at the meeting
held at 8:00 p.m.
To the Inhabitants of the Town of Amherst in the County of
Hillsborough in said State, qualified to vote in Town
Affairs:
You are hereby notified to meet at Wilkins School in said
Amherst on Tuesday, the 4th day of March, next at 7 of the
clock in the forenoon, to act upon the following subjects:
Article 1.
To choose all necessary Town Officers for the year ensu-
ing.
Article 2.
To see if the Town will vote to make the following
changes in the Zoning Ordinance of the Town of Amherst:
Amendment A: (by petition)
To see if the Town of Amherst will vote to amend the Zoning
Ordinance Section 2 Article VIII dealing with miscellaneous pro-
visions:
Enclosure of Swimming Pools:
Every outdoor swimming pool or family pool capable of con-
taining water to a depth of 18 inches or more shall be so constructed
that the entirety of the same is 4 feet or more in height with a
movable ladder or stair, or shall be completely surrounded by a
fence or wall not less that 4 feet in height, which shall be so con-
structed as not to have openings, holes or gaps larger than 4 inches
in any dimension except for doors and gates. If a picket fence is
erected or maintained, the horizontal dimension shall not exceed 4
inches. A dwelling house or accessory building may be used as
part of such enclosure.
All gates, doors, ladders or stairs providing access to such pool
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shall be equipped with a self-closing, self-latching or similar device
to prevent access at all times when not in actual use.
This section shall be applicable to all new swimming pools, or
family pools hereafter constructed other than indoor pools, and shall
apply to all existing pools which have a minimum depth or capacity
of 18 inches of water. No person in possession of land within the
town, either as owner, purchaser, lessee, tenant or licensee upon
which is situated a swimming pool or family pool having a depth of
18 inches or more shall fail to provide and maintain such fence,
wall or barrier as herein provided after July 1, 1975.
Ballot Question will read:
A. Are you in favor of adopting Amendment A as proposed by
petition of the voters of this Town to require that all swimming
pools or family pools be enclosed, by a fence or wall?
YES NO
Amendment B: (by petition)
To see if the Town will vote to amend the Zoning Ordinance of
the Town of Amherst and the Zoning Map incorporated therein by
reference, to change the areas designated on Property Map No. 6 as
Lots 57-1 and 57-2 from "RURAL" to "COMMERCIAL" District as
defined in said Zoning Ordinance.
Ballot Question will read:
B. Are you in favor of adopting Amendment B as proposed by
petition of the voters of this Town to change the area between Limbo
Lane and Route 101 Bypass from Rural to Commercial?
YES NO
Amendment C: (by petition)
To see if the Town will vote to amend Section 5-6 of the Zon-
ing Ordinance of the Town of Amherst by the addition of sub-
paragraph "I" to read as follows:
I. Multi-unit residential dwellings for use by persons who have
reached, or who reside with a spouse who has reached, the age of
fifty-five (55) years; subject to the following conditions and stan-
dards:
a. Each dwelling may be a single structure or a cluster of con-
nected structures containing not less than two nor more than twelve
dwelling units.
b. Tract density shall be a minimum of one-half acre for each
dwelling unit, and the entire tract of land on which such a develop-
ment is situated shall contain not less than fifteen (15) acres.
c. The height of any sturcture shall not be greater than two
and one-half stories above the lowest exterior grade.
Ballot Question will read:
C. Are you in favor of adopting Amendment C as proposed by
petition of the voters of this Town to allow multi-unit residential
dwellings for persons over 55 years to be made a permitted use by
special exception in the Rural District?
YES NO
Amendment D:
1975 Proposed Zoning Amendment
Earth Material Removal
To see if the Town v/ill vote to amend Article 3, Section 8,
Earth Material Removal, by deleting the existing section and re-
placing it with a new section as follows:
Section 3-8 Earth Material Removal
A. AUTHORITY — Clay, sod, loam, sand, gravel, minerals
and similar earth materials may be removed for either private use
or for sale from any lot or parcel of land in any zoning district,
except the Historic, Lakeside and Wetlands Conservation Districts,
only after a special permit for such operation has been issued by
the Zoning Administrator, in accordance with the provisions of this
Section.
B. APPLICATION — No Earth Material Removal permit shall
be issued unless application is made in writing on the forms pro-
vided for this purpose by the town and accompanied by the payment
of a fee in such amount as the Board of Selectmen may determine
from time to time. The application form shall be accompanied by
a plan which describes the proposed Earth Material Removal opera-
tion.
C. PROCEDURE — Prior to the approval or denial of an
Earth Material Removal permit application, the Selectmen or their
agent, shall hold a public hearing. The applicant and all abutters
within five hundred (500) feet of the parcel or parcels proposed to
have earth material removed, shall be notified of the time and place
of such hearing, not less than five (5) days prior to the date affixed
for said hearing.
In order to ensure the applicant's performance in adherence
with these regulations, the applicant shall post a bond with the
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Town of Amherst, in such amount as the Board of Selectmen may
determine from time to time. Such bond shall be not less than five
hundred dollars ($500.00) per acre and shall be posted prior to the
issuance of said permit.
During the period of the permit, the Zoning Administrator
shall conduct on-site inspections of the earth material removal op-
eration not less often than quarterly to assure compliance with the
operation plan. Not less than sixty (60) days prior to the expiration
of the permit, the Zoning Administrator shall conduct a compliance
review. This review shall indicate what action is necessary by the
operator to:
1) Close out the operation within the permit period in con-
formance with the plan, or
2) Be eligible to apply for a renewal of the Earth Material
Removal permit.
If the operator requests a renewal of his permit, the new ao-
plication together with an amended operation plan, shall be sub-
mitted at least forty-five (45) days prior to the expiration of the
current permit.
If, at the expiration of the permit, the operator has failed to
carry out tlie reclamation of the site as required by this ordinance
in conformance with the operation plan and the permit, the bond
posted by the operator shall be forfeited and the proceeds used to
carry out the reclamation of the site. If the reclamation is per-
formed in accordance with the operation plan, the bond shall be
returned to the operator upon establishment of the cover crop for
two (2) full growing seasons or earlier upon certification of the Hills-
borough County Conservation District.
D. STANDARDS — All work executed under an Earth Material
Removal permit shall conform to the following standards:
1) No excavation shall occur within fifty (50) feet of any
property line, road right-of-way or zoning district boundary in which
district earth material removal is not permitted and the natural
vegetation shall be retained in this buffer area.
2) All finished grades shall in no case be steeper than 2:1
(horizontahvertical) slope.
3) No land shall be excavated below the seasonal high water
table except as part of a plan to develop water conservation of
recreational uses. This plan must be submitted at the time of ap-
plication together with a written review of the plan conducted
by the Hillsborough County Conservation District.
4) The excavation shall proceed in a manner which will not
allow it to hold standing surface water in excess of two (2) inches
in depth except as approved as part of a surface water absorption
system designed to minimize surface water runoff.
5) Upon completion of all excavation, the entire site shall be
re-spread with loam to a depth of four (4) inches or the average
depth of loam prior to the commencement of excavation, whichever
is less. Loam sufficient to meet this requirement shall be stock-
piled on the excavation site.
6) Unless a special waiver is granted at the time the permit is
issued, the land area disturbed by the operation and in an unrestored
condition shall not exceed a total of five (5) acres at any one time.
7) When the removal of materials is completed, the finished
grades, as specified in the approved plan shall have a permanent
cover crop established, except when ledge rock is exposed, to
assure adequate drainage and prevent erosion.
8) All excavating, handling, processing, and storage facilities
shall be removed, the land cleared of all stumps, logs, brush, and
rocks, the final grades indicated in the plan established, and the site
reclaimed prior to the expiration of the Earth Material Removal
permit unless application has been made and approval granted
for the renewal of the permit.
9) All earth material removal operations shall be maintained
in a safe condition at all times. No overhanging banking, potential
earth slides, or any other unsafe condition shall be permitted at any
time.
E. EXCEPTIONS — The removal of loam, sand, gravel and
other similar earth materials from a site for the following activities
conducted on such site, shall not require an Earth Material Removal
permit:
1) The construction of buildings.
2) The construction of swimming pools.
3) The construction of streets and driveways.
4) Any excavation involving the removal of less than one hun-
dred (100) cubic yards of earth material.
F. CONTINUATION OF EXISTING EARTH MATERIALS RE-
MOVAL OPERATIONS — All existing earth material removal op-
erations shall be granted a six (6) month grace period from the date
of passage of this ordinance.
1) The continued operation of any earth material removal site
after the expiration of that period shall require that an Earth Ma-
terial Removal permit be issued following the procedure outlined in
Section B and Section C.
2) Any inactive earth material removal site which contains any
unsafe conditions or serious erosion conditions shall have such
conditions corrected prior to the expiration of said grace period.
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Amendment D Ballot Question will read:
D. Are you in favor of adopting Amendment D as proposed by
the Planning Board for the Town Zoning Ordinance to provide for
more complete regulation of Earth Material Removal?
YES NO
Amendment E:
1975 Proposed Zoning Amendments
Time Limits on Special Exceptions and Variances
To see if the Town will vote to amend Article 6, Section 4,
Paragraph E, by adding a new subsection 4 which shall read as
follows:
4. Time limits of Special Exceptions and Variances
If, after a permit has been authorized by the Board of
Adjustment as a result of a request for a Special Exception or Vari-
ance, such permit has not been applied for within ninety (90) days
from the date of autliorization, then such authorization shall become
null and void, and no permit shall be issued thereunder.
Ballot Question will read:
E. Are you in favor of adopting Amendment E as proposed by
the Planning Board to require that a special exception or a variance,
granted by the Board of Adjustment, must be used within 90 days?
YES NO
Amendment F:
Proposed 1975 Warrant Article
Enabling Planning Board to Adopt Regulations
Pertaining to Non-Residential Site Plans
To see if the Town will vote to empower the Planning Board to
review site plans for non-residential development under N.H.R.S.A.
36:19-a as follows:
36:19-a FURTHER POWER OF PLANNING BOARDS. A mu-
nicipality, having adopted a zoning ordinance as provided in RSA
31:60-89, and where the planning board has adopted sub-division
regulations as provided in sections 19-24 hereof, may further em-
power the planning board to review, and approve or disapprove site
plans for the development of tracts for non-residential uses whether
or not such development includes a subdivision or re-subdivision of
the site.
For the purpose of this provision, the term "non-residential
uses" shall mean as follows:
All buildings, structures, and other land uses other than one
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and two family residences, be they private, public, semi-public, or
institutional in nature. Such uses shall include but not be limited
to the following: Commerce; business; industry; and apartments and
multi-family residences of moi-e than two dwelling units.
Ballot Question will read:
F, Are you in favor of adopting Amendment F as proposed by
the Planning: Board for the Town Zoning Ordinance to empower




1975 Proposed Zoning Amendments
Relating to Specifications in
Commercial and Industrial Districts
To see if the Town will vote to delete the following section
from the existing ordinance:
Article IV:
Section 4-7 B ALL
Section 4-7 C ALL
Section 4-8 D ALL
and substitute therefor the following:
Section 4-7:
B — AREA AND FRONTAGE REQUIREMENTS
(1) The minimum lot area for any permitted use shall be one
(1) acre.
(2) Each lot shall have a minimum frontage of 200 feet on the
principal route of access to the lot unless the use contemplated is
residential in which event the minimum frontage may be 35 feet
of frontage on a public road provided tlie principal route of access
to the lot is a Class "A" or Class "B" private way.
C — YARD AND BUILDING REQUIREMENTS
(1) Each structure shall be set back at least 50 feet from the
front lot line and 30 feet from side and rear lot lines or 50 feet
from lot lines constituting streets where the lot is a corner lot.
(2) Any lot bordering a residential zone or an existing resi-
dential use shall have a landscape buffer between any buildings and
such residential zone or use.
(3) No building shall be constructed to a height greater than
2V^ stories or 35 feet (whichever is greater).
(4) The floor area ratio shall be a maximum of 0.4 for one
story buildings and 0.7 for two story buildings.
(5) A minimum of 30% of the area of any lot shall remain
open space and not be utilized for construction.
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(6) There shall be no more than one access to any lot and
consideration shall be given to combining access points where two
or more lots are being concurrently developed.
(7) There shall be no outside storage of materials or equip-
ment between the front of any buildings and the street. All storage
and/or equipment, parking areas shall be fenced, screened, land-
scaped, or otherwise protected from view.
Section 4-8:
D — YARD AND BUILDING REQUIREMENTS
(1) Each structure shall be set back at least 50 feet from the
front lot line and 30 feet from side and rear lot lines or 50 feet
from lot lines constituting streets where the lot is a corner lot.
(2) Any lot bordering a residential zone or an existing resi-
dential use shall have a landscaped buffer between any buildings
and such residential zone or use.
(3) No building shall be constructed to a height greater than
21'^ stories or 35 feet (whichever is greater).
(4) The floor area ratio shall be a maximum of 0.4 for one story
buildings and 0.7 for two story buildings.
(5) A minimum of 30% of the area of any lot shall remain open
space and not be utilized for construction.
(6) There shall be no more than one access to any lot and con-
sidei'ation shall be given to combining access points where two or
more lots are being concurrently developed.
(7) There shall be no outside storage of materials or equipment
between the front of any buildings and the street. All storage
and/or equipment parking areas shall be fenced, screened, land-
scaped, or otherwise protected from view.
Amend Article IX — Section 9-1 by adding the following defini-
tions in the appropriate alphabetical sequence:
FLOOR AREA RATIO:
The ratio of gross floor area to the total lot area.
GROSS FLOOR AREA:
The sum of the horizontal area of the several floors of a building
and its accessory buildings on the same lot, measured from the
exterior faces of the walls, and not including cellars, attics, porches,
etc. not used as part of the principal use.
Ballot Question will read:
G. Are you in favor of adopting Amendment G as proposed by
the Planning Board for the Town Zoning: Ordinance to provide




1975 Proposed Zoning Amendment
Wetlands
To see if the Town will vote to amend the Wetland Conservation
District, by adding certain areas not previously designated so that
the first paragraph of Article IV, Section 4-10, Sub-section A, will
read as follows:
A. GENERAL
The Wetland Conservation District is hereby determined to be
those areas identified or delineated as poorly drained or veiy poorly
drained soils or as bodies of water by the National Cooperative
Soil Survey through field mapping surveys completed in 1970 and
shown on its field mapping photographic sheets for the Town of Am-
herst, New Hampshire. The Wetland Conservation District as herein
defined is shown on a map designated as:
"U.S. Department of Agriculture
Soil Conservation Service
Town of Amherst, Hillsborough County, New Hampshire
Soil Survey, November 1970
Amherst Wetlands Conservation District Map
Adopted March 1973
Amended March 1975"
and is a part of the "Zoning Map" of the Town of Amherst, New
Hampshire.
Ballot Question will read:
H. Are you in favor of adopting Amendment H as proposed
by the Planning Board to add certain areas to the Wetlands Map?
YEsn Non
Amendment I:
1975 Proposed Zoning Amendment
Pertaining to Home Occupations
To see if the Town will vote to amend the Zoning Ordinance as
it pertains to Home Occupations as a permitted use as follows:
(1) Delete the following sections from Article IV to remove a
home occupation as a permitted use in the Residence, Transition,
Lakeside and Rural districts:
Article IV — Section 4-3 (A) — 2
Section 4-4 (A) — 2
Section 4-5 (A) — 2
Section 4-6 (A) — 3
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(2) Add home occupation as a use permitted by special excep-
tion to the Residence, Lakeside, Rural and Transition Districts so
that the applicable sections read as follows:
Article V:
Section 5-4 "G. Home Occupation"
Section 5-5 "E. Home Occupation"
Section 5-6 "I. Home Occupation"
Section 5-7 "D. Home Occupation"
(3) Amend Article VI — Section 6-3, Subsection E (1) (b.) to
add sub-section (5) to provide additional notice to abutter as follows:
Article VI, Section 6-3 (E) (1) (b.)
"(5): Give notice in writing to abutters of the tract in ques-
tion when the application for a special exception is made for per-
mission to conduct a home occupation as a permitted use by special
exception."
(4) Amend Article V — Section 5-3 by adding the following
language to the existing text contained therein:
".
. . in the case of a permit issued in accordance with this
Article for a home occupation as a use permitted by special excep-
tion such permit shall be personal to the applicant and not run with
the land or in any way be transferable."
Ballot Question will read:
I. Are you in favor of adopting Amendment I as proposed by
the Planning Board to allow a home occupation as a use permitted




1975 Proposed Zoning Amendments
Private Ways
To see if the Town will vote to amend the existing Zoning
Ordinance as it pertains to the use of private ways as a permitted
form of access to subdivided parcels of land by amending the
Ordinance as follows:
(1) Delete the present definition of PRINCIPAL ROUTE OF
ACCESS contained in Article IX of the Zoning Ordinance and sub-
stitute therefore the following:
PRINCIPAL ROUTE OF ACCESS — A principal route of access
within the meaning of this ordinance shall be deemed to consist of
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any public way which the Town has a duty to maintain or any
private way within the meaning of this ordinance.
(2) Add the following definition to Article IX of the Zoning
Ordinance:
PRIVATE WAY
CLASS A — a street, driveway or highway which the Town has
no duty to maintain which provides access to no more than one build-
ing lot but not including any Class VI highway as defined by
N.H.R.S.A.
CLASS B — a street, driveway or highway which the Town has
no duty to maintain which provides access to no more than two
building lots but not including any Class VI highway as defined by
N.H.R.S.A.
(3) Amend Article III, Section 3-9 of the Zoning Ordinance
and read as follows:
Section 3-9
(a) Any sub-division approved subsequent to March 10, 1970,
which requires road system layout and construction, other than those
containing private ways, must have the road system deeded to the
Town and accepted by the Selectmen, prior to the issuance of any
Building Permit for any structure whose frontage would include any
part of such proposed road system.
NOTE: See Appendix 3 — Town of Amherst Road Specifications 1971
(b) No building permit shall be issued for any structure or any
lot within any subdivision approved subsequent to March 4, 1975
which includes any streets, driveways or highways which constitute
a private way within the meaning of this ordinance unless such
private ways shall have been constructed in a fashion consistent
with the requirements of the Town of Amherst subdivision regula-
tions as adopted from time to time by the Town of Amherst Plan-
ning Board dealing with constioiction requirements and specifications
for private ways.
(NOTE — See Town of Amherst Subdivision Regulations, Section
4.17a.)
(4) Amend the Town of Amherst Road Specifications so that
Paragraph 6 reads as follows:
6. These Specifications shall take effect on March 9, 1971 and
shall apply to all roads within the Town of Amherst, including Town
Roads, whether in approved sub-divisions or not, work on which has
not progressed beyond the stage of clearing the right of way, to-
gether with all sub-divisions approved after this date, except private
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ways which are regulated by the subdivision regulations as adopted
from time to time by tlie Planning Board of the Town of Amherst.
(5) Amend the frontage requirements in Article IV as estab-
lished in certain districts as follows:
(a) Section 4-3 (B) (2) to read as follows:
(2.) "Each lot shall have a minimum frontage of 200 feet on
the principal route of access to the lot unless said principal route
of access is a Class A or Class B private way within the meaning of
this ordinance in which event 35 feet of frontage on a public road
shall be sufficient for the lot or lots."
(b) Section 4-4 (B) (2) to read as follows:
"Each lot shall have a minimum frontage of 100 feet on the
principal route of access to the lot unless said principal route of ac-
cess is a Class A or Class B private way within the meaning of this
ordinance in which event 35 feet of frontage on a public road shall
be sufficient and in the case of lake front property, lake frontage
shall be at least 100 feet, this distance being measured in a straight
line between the two points formed by the intersection of the side
lot lines and the shoreline."
(c) Section 4-5 (B) (2) to read as follows:
(2) "E^ch lot shall have a minimum frontage of 200 feet on the
principal route of access to the lot unless said principal route of
access is a Class A or Class B private way within the meaning of
this ordinance in which event 35 feet of frontage on a public road
shall be sufficient."
(d) Section 4-6 (B) (2) to read as follows:
(2) "Each lot shall have a minimum frontage of 200 feet on the
principal route of access to the lot unless said principal route of
access is a Class A or Class B private way within the meaning of this
ordinance in which event 35 feet of frontage on a public road shall
be sufficient."
(e) Section 4-7 (B) (2) to read as follows:
"Each lot shall have a minimum frontage of 200 feet on the
principal route of access to the lot unless the use contemplated is
residential in which event the minimum frontage may be 35 feet of
frontage on a public road provided the principal route of access
to the lot is a Class "A" or Class "B" private way.
Ballot Question will read:
J. Are you in favor of adopting Amendment J as proposed by
the Planning Board to provide more regulation of private ways?
YES NO n
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Article 3. (by petition)




a. Definition of Terms: As used in this Ordinance, un-
less the context other\vise indicates.
1. "DOG" shall be intended to mean both male and
female.
2. "OWNER" shall be intended to mean any per-
son or persons, firm, association or coi-poration owning, keep-
ing or harboring a dog.
b. Running at Large proliibited: It shall be unlawful
to permit any dog to run at large. "AT LARGE" shall be
intended to mean OFF the premises of the owner or keeper,
and not under the control of the owner or a responsible
person.
c. Penalties: Any owner found violating any provi-
sion of this Ordinance shall be guilty of a violation and
upon conviction thereof shall be punished by a fine of $10.00
for such offense and shall be fined up to $25.00 for each
such offense thereafter, or take action relative thereto.
2.
a. Appointment of Dog Officer and Assistants:
The Board of Selectmen may appoint, at such
times and for such terms as they deem necessary, a Dog
Officer with such Assistants as may be required, whose duty
it shall be to take dogs into custody and impound and
thereafter to provide for a humane and proper disposal.
b. Method of Confinement:
The Board of Selectmen with assistance and coop-
eration of the Dog Officer when deemed necessary shall seek
and provide a suitable place of confinement for impounded
animals, or take action relative thereto.
YES NO
18
Article 4. (by petition)
To see if the Town will approve the creation of a con-
tinuing standing Government Study Committee to be ap-
pointed by the Town Moderator and to consist of 5 members.
The charge of said Committee will be to perform a contin-
ual study of the Town government, using past data and
resource material and any new information which may be-
come pertinent. Their study will include all aspects of town
government, making appropriate recommendations as
deemed necessary to the Annual Town Meeting.
Initial appointment will be as follows: One person to
serve for one year, two persons to serve for two years, and
two persons to serve for three years, after which the ap-
pointed term will be for three years.
YES n NO
Article 5. (by petition)
To see what action the Town will take with respect to
the following question:
"Are you in favor of increasing the Board of Selectmen
to five members?"
YES NO
Article 6. (by petition)
To see if the Town of Amherst will vote to make the
term of ofiice of the Tax Collector three years beginning
with the election to be held in March 1976.
YES NO
Article 7. (by petition)
To see if the Town of Amherst v^dll vote to make the teiTn
of office of the Town Clerk three years beginning with the




To see if the Town will vote to adopt the provisions of
R.S.A. 55:9a and R.S.A. 55:9b to empower the Town Clerk
with all the powers and duties of City Clerks, so that any
person who is a legal resident of the Town of Amherst
whose name does not appear on the check list may apply




Shall we adopt the provisions of Chapter 37 RSA and




Shall we adopt the provision of the Municipal Budget
Law as set forth in RSA 32 to be effective in 1977, and,
if so, to elect a Budget Committee at the 1976 Annual
Town Meeting with a minimum of six (6) members at large
in accordance with Section 32:2 of the NHRSA?
YES NO
Article 11.
To see if the Town will vote to adopt the semi-annual




To see if the Town will vote to abolish the office of
Highway Agent as an elective office and allow the Select-
men to appoint the Highway Agent to operate under their
direction, or act in relation thereto.
YES NO
Article 13.
To raise such monies as may be necessary to defray
Town charges for the ensuing year and make appropriation
for the same.
Article 14.
To see if the Town will give the Selectmen and the Town
Treasurer the autliority to boiTOW money in anticipation
of tax receipts.
Article 15.
To see if the Town will vote to authorize the transfer of
Federal Revenue Sharing Funds which were allocated in
1973 per Article No. 4 "Sanitary Land Fill" and unexpended
as of 12-31-74 in the amount of $5,356.39 as follows:
a. $4,712.95 to apply towards land purchase of Sanitary
Land Fill property.
b. $643.44 to be transferred to Total Available Revenue
Sharing Funds for allocation in 1975.
Article 16.
To see if the Town will vote to authorize the withdrawal
from Revenue Sharing Funds established under the provi-
sions of the State and Local Assistance Act of 1972 for use
as set offs against the appropriations for 1975 in the amounts
indicated in Articles numbered 17, 18 and 19.
Estimated Receipts of FRS Funds 1975 $24,264.00
Accumulated interest on invested Revenue
Sharing Funds for 1974 851.98
Transfer from unexpended Balance of




To see if tlie Town will vote to appropriate the sum of
Six Thousand Dollars ($6,000) to purchase a Wood-chipper
and to authorize tlie withdrawal of the amount required
for this purpose from the Revenue Sharing Funds estab-
lished under the provisions of the State and Local Assist-
ance Act of 1972 or take action relative thereto.
Article 18.
To see if the Town will vote to appropriate the sum of
Four thousand two hundred fifty-nine dollars and forty-two
cents ($4,259.42) to purchase a PoHce Cruiser and authorize
the withdrawal of the amount required for the purpose
from Revenue Sharing Fimds established under the provi-
sions of the State and Local Assistance Act of 1972.
Article 19.
To see if the Town will raise and appropriate the sum of
$21,437.00 to purchase and equip an ambulance and author-
ize the withdrawal of the sum of $15,500, fifteen thousand
five hundred dollars, for this purpose from the Revenue
Sharing Funds established under the provision of the State
and Local Assistance Act of 1972 with the balance to be
raised by taxation or take action relative thereto.
Article 20.
To see if the Town will vote to rescind action taken on
Article 16 at the 1974 Town Meeting and re-appropriate the
sum of $37,000 of which $6,000 shall be withdrawn from the
Southern District Fire Fund Reserve, the balance to be
raised by taxes to purchase the Fire Truck to be delivered
and paid for in fiscal 1975 or take action relative thereto.
Article 21.
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of One Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($1,500) to be
expended by the Amherst Bicentennial Committee in the
amount of Five Hundred Dollars ($500) in 1975 and One
Thousand Dollars ($1,000) in 1976 in furtherance of a pro-
gram to commemorate the Bicentennial Celebration or take
action relative thereto.
Article 22. (by petition)
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of Thirteen Thousand Five Hundred ($13,500) Dollars
for the reconstruction of two public tennis courts and to
resurface and generally repair the existing court located on
Davis Lane, and take action relative thereto.
Article 23. (by petition)
In the event the foregoing Article shall fail to pass, to see
if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the fund of
Thirteen Thousand Five Hundred ($13,500) Dollars for the
reconstruction of two public tennis courts and to resurface
and generally repair the existing court located on Davis
Lane, and to take the necessary steps to apply for and re-
ceive Federal Funds for the reimbursement of one-half of
the funds so raised and appropriated, or take action rela-
tive thereto.
Article 24.
To see if the Town will vote to accept the following
resolution:
WHEREAS, that there continues to exist within the state
a serious shortage of safe and sanitary dwelling accommo-
dations at rents which elderly and low income persons can
afford, and that such persons are forced to occupy sub-
standard dwelling accommodations; and
WHEREAS, the General Court of the State of New
Hampshire has enacted Chapter 204-A of the New Hamp-
shire Revised Statutes Annotated establishing the New
Hampshire Housing Commission; and
WHEREAS, Section 9 of that Act provides that in a
municipality where there is no local housing authority op-
erating, tlie Commission shall not operate without the con-
sent of the governing body of a municipality; and
WHEREAS, said Section 9 provides that consent of the
governing body must be given for each project; and
WHEREAS, under the provisions of Section 8 of the U.S.
Housing Act of 1937, as amended, the United States of
America, acting through the Secretary of Housing and
Urban Development is authorized to enter into amiual con-
tributions, contracts with public housing agencies pursuant
to which such agencies may enter into contracts to make
assistance payments to owners;
NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved by the Town Meet-
ing of Amherst as follows:
That the New Hampshire Housing Commission be and
is authorized to operate in Amherst.
That said New Hampshire Housing Commission is au-
thorized to sponsor a project, under Section 8 of the U.S.
Housing Act of 1937, as amended, for any of the following
dwelling accommodations or a combination thereof: (a) ex-
isting standard housing; (b) rehabilitated housing; (c) newly
constructed housing; the total amount of the foregoing not
to exceed 20 dwelling units.
Article 25.
To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectmen
to enter into negotiation to purchase a fire truck and ap-
propriate the sum of $47,000 to be withdrawn from Fire
Truck Reserve Funds or take action relative thereto.
Given under our hand and seal this 17th day of February














Election & Registration Expenses
Town Hall & other Town Bldgs.
Employees' Retire. & Soc. Sec.
Contingency Fund
Mapping & Conservation






Damages & Legal Expense
Civil Defense
Health Department
Incl. Hospitals & Ambulance
Vital Statistics
Town Dump & Garbage Removal
Higrhways and Bridges:
Town Maint. — Summer &. Winter
Street Lighting













Principal and Long Term
Notes & Bonds
Interest on Temporary Loans
Capital Outlay:
Grader Fund










Interest & Dividends Tax
Railroad Tax
Savings Bank Tax
Meals & Rooms Tax
Highway Subsidy




Business Licenses, Permits and
Filing Fees
Motor Vehicle Permit Fees
Interest on Taxes & Deposits
Income from Trust Funds
Fines & Forfeits — Municipal
and District Court
National Bank Stock Taxes
Resident Taxes Retained
Normal Yield Taxes Assessed
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Statement of Appropriations
and Taxes Assessed and Tax Kate
Town Officers' Salaries $ 10,950 00
Town Officers' Expenses 27,395 00
Election &: Registration Expenses 3,500 00
Town Hall & Other Town Bldgs. 13,045 00
Employees' Retirement & Social Security 10,375 00
Contingency Fund 2,500 00
Police Department 88,855 00
Fire Dept., Forest Fires 27,775 00
Care of Trees 3,500 00
Insurance 17,190 00
Planning & Zoning 17,980 00
Damages & Legal Expenses 5,000 00
Civilian Defense 4,097 00
Health Department 17,259 00
Vital Statistics 150 00
Town Dump & Garbage Collection 9,000 00
Town Maintenance — Summer & Winter 184,686 75
Street Lighting 3,600 00
General Expenses of Highway Dept. 19,675 00
Town Road Aid 2,018 38
Libraries 25,110 00
Town Poor 10,000 00
Old Age Assistance 3,000 00
Aid to Permanently & Totally Disabled 500 00
Patriotic Purposes 600 00
Recreation 17,055 00





(Principal $16,250) (Interest $15,000) 31,250 00
Article 9, Town Bam, $5,200; and
Article 11, Truck, $15,000 20,200 00
Article 13, Landfill, $65,000; and
Article 14, Cruiser, $4,000 69,000 00
Article 15, Firehouse, $65,000; and
Article 17, Town Hall 72,500 00
Article 18, Bicentennial, $600; and
Article 19, Master Plan, $10,000 10,600 00
Article 20, Conservation Land, $14,000; and
Article 21, Tennis Courts, $1,500 15,500 00
Total Town Appropriations $755,941 00
Less: Estimated Revenues and Credits
Interest & Dividends Tax
Highway Subsidy 34,686 75
Police Income 1,000 00
Total Revenues & Credits $358,553 29
Net Town Appropriations $ 397,387 84
Net School Appropriations 1,993,015 79
County Tax Assessment 82,336 21
Total of Town, School & County $2,472,739 84
Deduct: Reimb. a-c Property
Exempted 1970 Spec. Session -20,935 00
Add: War Service Tax Credits +29,600 00
Add: Overlay +123,686 03
Property Taxes to be Raised $2,605,090 87
Property Taxes to be Committed to Collector
$93,540,067 X $27.85 = $2,605,090.87
a. Gross Property Taxes




In hands of treasurer $1,060,274 50
In hands of officials — Petty cash 50 00
$1,060,324 56Total
LIABILITIES
Accounts Owed by the Town:
Bills Outstanding (Schedule A) $ 1,702 38
Unexpended Balances of Special




Deposits (Ginrick) 544 95
Due to State:
2 % - Bond & Debt Retirement Taxes
(Uncollected) 266 94
Yield Tax Deposits
(Escrow Account) 460 39
School District Taxes Payable 1,235,821 22
Other Liabilities:
Prepayment, Brick School 130 00
Total Accounts Owed
by the Town — $1,389,237 27
Capital Reserve Funds 52,281 22
Total Liabilities $1,441,518 49
Current Surplus ( Excess of assets
over liabilities) 123,685 81









Property Taxes, current yr., 1974
Resident Taxes, current yr., 1974
Nat'l. Bank Stock Taxes, current yr., 1974
Yield Taxes, current yr., 1974
Total Current Year's Taxes
Collected and Remitted
Property Taxes & Yield Taxes, prev. yrs.
Resident Taxes, prev. yrs.





Interest & Dividends Tax
Savings Bank Tax
Reimbursement a-c State & Federal
Forest Lands
Fighting Forest Fires
Reimbursement a-c Motor Vehicle Road Toll
Meals & Rooms Tax
Reimbursements a-c Business Profits Tax
From Local Sources, Except Taxes:
Dog Licenses
Fines & Forfeits, municipal & district court
Rent of Town Property
Interest received on Deposits
Income from Trust Funds
Income from Departments
Motor Vehicle Permits
Total Current Revenue Receipts
Receipts Other Than Current Revenue:
Proceeds of Tax Anticipation Notes
Gifts
New Trust FHinds received during year




Revenue Sharing 19,871 00
Interest on Investments of
Revenue Sharing Funds 851 98
Recreation Grants 3,374 00
1975 Rental Brick School 130 00
Total Receipts Other Than Current Revenue 3,530,118 06
Conservation Fund 4,092 07
Truck Transfer 3,544 84
7,636 91
Total Receipts from All Sources $3,537,754 97
Cash on Hand Jan. 1, 1974 842,090 78





Election & Registration Expenses
Expenses Town Hall & other Town Bldgs.
Reappraisal of Property
Protection of Persons and Property:
Police Department
Fire Dept., including Forest Fires
Moth Extermination — Blister Rust





















Old Age Assistance 1,871 59
Town Poor e^TSG 48
Patriotic Purposes:
Memorial Day, Veterans' Associations
and Old Home Day 1 491 26
Recreation:
Parks & Playgrounds, including
Band Concerts 22,253 74
Public Service Enterprises:
Cemeteries, including Hearse Hire 8,896 86
Unclassified:
Damages & Legal Expenses 2,398 50
Taxes bought by Town 31,221 29
Discounts, Abatements & Refunds 7,317 43
Employees' Retirement & Social Security 11,357 22
Payments to Trustees of Trust Funds
(New Trust Funds) 1^395 oo
All Other Current Maint. Expenses 104,100 57
Total Current Maintenance Expenses $2,704,800 43
Debt Service:
Interest on Debt:
Paid on Tax Anticipation Notes $15,629 38
Total Interest Payments 15,629 38
Principal of Debt:
Payments on Tax Anticipation Notes $750,000 00
Payments on Long Term Notes 16,250 00
Total Principal Payments 766,250 00
Capital Outlay:
Payments to Capital Reserve Funds $15,000 00
Tax Maps 1^608 25
Total Outlay Payments 16,608 25
Payments to Other Governmental Divisions:
Payments to State a-c 2% Bond and





Schedule of Town Property
Town Hall land and Building
Chandler Lot
Report of Town Clerk
For the Year Ending December 31, 1974
Auto Permits (1973) $ 2,219 65
Auto Permits (1974) 99,588 08
Paid to Treasurer $101,807 73
Dog Account
7 Kennel Licenses
42 Part Year Lie.
1060 1974 Lie.
1109 Total $ 2,765 00
Paid Clerk 216 60
Paid Town Treasurer $ 2,548 40
Notice to Owners and Keepers of Dogs
Every owner or keeper of a dog shall annually on or be-
fore the 30th day of April, cause it to be registered, num-
bered, described and hcensed for one year from the first day
of May, in the office of the Town Clerk wherein said dog
is kept, and shall cause it to wear around its neck a coUar
distinctly marked with a registered number.
All dogs must be vaccinated against rabies in the state's
attempt to prevent the spread of this killing disease.
Male or spayed dogs, $2.00; female dogs, $5.00; $1.00
penalty if not paid before June 1st.
An untagged dog is a stray dog and may be picked up by
the dog officer and taken to the town pound.
Report all lost or found dogs to the Police Department.
A fine of $100.00 shall be levied on dog owners or keepers
answering falsely or refusing to answer. (466:43).
BERNICE G. BOOTHROYD, Town Clerk
44
Report of Tax Collector
1974 RESIDENT TAXES
Committed to Collector $38,850 00
Added Taxes 350 00





















REPORT OF TAX SALES AND UNREDEEMED TAXES
Tax Account of:
1973 1972 Previous
Taxes Sold Town 74 $28,717.81 $1,160.47
Taxes Sold Individuals 615.96
Unredeemed Jan. 1, 1974 4,375.17 $2,786.56
Interest Collected 527.62 411.01 324.20
$29,861.19 $5,946.65 $3,110.76
Remitted to Treasurer $19,161.45 $3,714.31 $2,386.84
Deeded to Town 61.27 64.56 61.74
Abated 49.66
Interest 527.62 411.01 324.20




Report of Town Treasurer
Cash on hand, Jan. 1, 1974 $ 62,501 62
Barbara Landry, Tax Collector:
Resident & Property Taxes $2,411,969 90
Tax Redemption 68 28
2,412,038 18
Bemice Boothroyd, Town Clerk:
Auto Registrations $101,807 73
Dog Licenses 2,548 40
104,356 13
Credit Elections & Registrations:
Candidates Fees $51 00
Sale of sets of Check Lists 20 00
71 00
Donations to 4th of July Committee 264 (X)
Bi-Centennial Committee - Sale of Hats 228 75
Licenses:
3 Junk Licenses - 1974 $75 00
2 Junk Licenses - 1973 50 00
125 00








Trustees of the Trust Fund:
Credit Cemetery Account $5,100 00
Gifts:
Alexander McKay 100 00
Marion & Edward Curtis 100 00
5,300 00
Trustees of the Cemetery:
Sale of Lots, Burials, and






General Expense $ 504 66
Winter Maintenance 35 00
Summer Maintenance
T.R.A. 7 89
Fiske Highway 144 63
Town Truck Account 2,033 10
Bottle Recychng 80 00
Commercial Dump Fees 330 00
State of N.H, Gas Tax Refund 1,255 95
4,391 23
Amherst Recreation Commission
Tennis Registrations $1,602 20
Baseball Registrations 253 00




From Savings Account $3,550 00
Amherst Junior Women's Club 500 00
Amherst Players 400 00




Concession and Rentals $1,050 00
Electricity — concession 75 00
Beverage Permits — to Towm 70 00
Registrations 2,392 00
Dances 519 00
Steak Cook-out 759 85
Game Machines and Music 1,349 80
Swim Team Suits 192 60




Accident & Theft Reports
Bicycle Registrations




State of N.H. Cadet Program
State of N.H., Gas Tax Refund





Forest Fire Subsidy 29 17
Rooms and Meals Tax 40,249 61
179,557 39
Total $2,761,051 93
Cash on Hand Jan. 1, 1974 $ 62,501 62
Revenue to the General Fund 2,761,051 93
Tax Anticipation Notes 750,000 00
Revenue Sharing Funds to General
Fund - 1973 & 1974 Entitlements 20,742 00
Revenue Sharing Interest — 1973
to the General Fund 1,115 36
Revenue Sharing Interest — 1974
to the General Fund 344 83
Police Savings Acct. to General Fund —
Gift of Base Radio 1,900 00
Interest on above Acct. 46 91
Recreation Commission Savings
Acct. to General Fund 172 79
Interest on above Acct. 17 25
$3,597,892 69
Invested Town Funds 765,000 00
$4,362,892 69
Orders Paid 3,318,891 69
$1,044,001 00
General Funds in Certificates of Deposit 814,394 63
$ 229,606 37
Balance in Bank $ 227,525 14
Deposits not credited 55,621 70
$ 283,146 84
Outstanding Checks 53,540 47
$ 229,606 37
53
Federal Revenue Sharing Entitiements
Federal Revenue Sharing Funds
Dec. 31, 1973
Amherst Conservation Commission
Savings Account, 6-1-74 $ 2,661 52




Cash in Hands of Treasurer:
Cash on Deposit in General Fund $ 229,606 37
CD Accounts - Surplus Town Funds 814,394 63
Escrow Accounts 1,005 34
Amherst Conservation Comm.
Savings Acct. 4,092 07
Revenue Sharing C.D.'s and Interest 11,176 15
$1,060,274 56
MARION M. SORTEVIK, Treasurer
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Detailed Statement of Payments
Town Officers' Salaries
Gross Appropriation $10,950 00
Expended:
Selectmen (3) $ 3,900 00
Town Clerk 750 00
Tax Collector 4,500 00
Treasurer 1,200 00
Trustee of Trust Fund (1) 200 00
Auditors (2) 400 00
R & R Electric 569 74
Aluminum Products 100 26
$ 7,500 00
Town Office Expense























Gross Appropriation $1,200 00
Expended:
Nashua Regional Planning $











Maintenance Supplies 327 46
Repairs 543 21
Rubbish Removal 153 00
Water Holes
Police Department
Gross Appropriation $78,293 00
Including est. income $1,900 00
Actual Income 10,311 03
+ 8,411 03
Accounts Payable 1973 326 10
Gift trans, to
General Fund 1,946 91













































Salaries $ 27,525 75
Hired Equipment 14,419 42
Materials 14,195 85
Parts & Repairs 9,406 92







Salaries $ 21,236 93







Salaries $ 7,389 10
64







Salaries $ 3,169 45
Hired Equipment 292 00
Materials 126 44





State of New Hampshire $ 2,018 38
General Expanses of the Highway Department
Appropriation $19,675 00
Income 1,760 61
Trans, from Contingency 500 00
$21,935 61
Expended:
Salaries $ 2,808 00
Telephone 468 13
Office Supphes 119 13
Special Eq. 3,591 93
Eq. Repairs 3,060 72
Motor Vehicle Fuel 7,318 00






























































Due the Town 1-1-74 $5,377 94
Received from State of N.H. $ 2,033 10
Received from Highway Dept. 3,344 84
$ 5,377 94
Street Lighting
Gross Appropriation $3,600 00
Expended:
Pubhc Service of N.H. $ 3,530 11
Accts. Payable, Pubhc Service 16 72
$ 3,546 83
Libraries
Gross Appropriation $25,110 00
Accounts Receivable 234 00
$25,344 00
Expended:
Salaries $ 17,274 16
Amherst Library 8,069 84
$ 25,344 00
Old Age Assistance
Gross Appropriation $3,000 00
Expended:








Enright, Lizotte and Drescher $ 2,398 50
Dog Account
Gross Appropriations $2,750 00
Including est. income $2,750 00
Actual Income 2,548 40
-201 60
Amount Available $2,548 40
Expended:







Gross Appropriation $1,000 00
Expended:
Surveying ^ 575 00
Dues 1'7 50
CC Youth Camp Tuition 132 00
Supplies 37 34







From Contingency 117 00
Discounts, Abatements and Refunds
Expended $ 7,317 43
Retirement and Social Secmity
Gross Appropriation $10,375 00
Expended:
State of N.H. Police Retirement $ 2,796 75











James Sewell Company $ 1,608 25
Payments to Trustees of the Trust Funds
New Funds $ 200 00
Grader Fund from General Exp. 3,000 00
South Amherst Fire House
from FD Budget 3,000 00
South Amherst Truck
from Fire Dept. Budget 6,000 00
Tennis Court Reserve 1,500 00
Art. 13 of 73 - Tennis Ct. Reserve 1,500 00
$ 15,200 00
Trustees of Cemeteries
Income 1974 $1,195 00
Expended:





Herbert Wenzel $ 16,250 00
Recreation
Gross Appropriation $4,230 00
Including est. income $ 750 00
Actual Income 2,385 34
+1,635 34
Trans, from Baseball Acct.









Amherst Village District $ 1,755 00
Town of Milford 120 00
$ 1,875 00
County of Hillsborough
County Tax Collected $ 82,336 21
State of New Hampshire
Yield Tax Collected $ 833 93
Article No. 4 of 1973 - Sanitary Land Fill
Unexpended Balance 1-1-74 $ 12,360 75
Expended:
State of N.H. Hearing $ 25 00
Land Purchase Van Vlanderaan 5,000 00
Expenses 15 61
Engineering 1,320 00
Test Pits 90 00
6,450 61
Unexpended Balance $ 5,910 14
Article No. 11 of 1973 — Reappraisal
Unexpended Balance 1-1-74 $ 13,711 00
Expended:
United Appraisal 10,962 00
Unexpended Balance $ 2,749 00
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Article No. 12 of 1973 — Conservation Land Purchase
Unexpended 1-1-74 $ 15,000 00
Unexpended Balance on Deposit in
Certificate of Deposit A4-73
Expended:
Len Boissonault 4,500 00
Unexpended Balance $ 10,500 00
Article No. 13 of 1973 — Tennis Court Reserve
See Payments to Trustees $ 1,500 00
Article No. 9 of 1974 — Addition to Town Bam
Appropriated $5,200 00
Expended $ 5,817 38
Article No. 11 of 1974 - Town Truck
Appropriated $15,000 00
RFS Funds $12,000 00
By Taxes 3,000 00
Expended $ 14,747 11
Article No. 15 — South Amherst Fire Station
Appropriation $ 65,000 00
Expended 1,590 00
Unexpended Balance $ 63,410 00
On Deposit in Certificate of Deposit A-15FH
Article 14 of 1974 — Police Cruiser
Appropriated RSF $ 4,000 00
Expended 00
Unexpended Balance $ 4,000 00
Article 17 — Town Hall Repairs
Reported under Town Hall Account
74
Article 18 — Bicentennial Committee




Unexpended Balance $ 617 73
Article 19 — Master Planning
Reported under Planning Board
Article 20 — Conservation Commission Land Purchase
Appropriated $40,000 00
Expended:
20 Associates $ 40,000 00
Article 21 — Tennis Court Reserve
See Payment to Trustees of $ 1,500 00
Article No. 13 of 1974 - Land Fill
Appropriation
Town Poor
























Report of Highway Agent
The following is a summarized report of this department's
activities during 1974.
Winter Maintenance - $67,047.94
The winter maintenance program covers all the Highway
Department work from about December first to the middle
of March. All road clearing due to snow and ice storms is
charged to this account. We have approximately 110 miles
of roads to care for with five hired trucks with plows, one
Town ti-actor, four Town trucks, and one grader. We have
tried to give school bus routes and areas where children
walk to school or to meet buses special attention. We also
clear snow from some sidewalks in the village as well as
snow removal from both the Wilkins and Clark Schools, the
Fire Station, Library, Old Brick School and the Tov/n Hall.
The other main work done in winter consists of cutting
trees and brush. Areas where future construction is contem-
plated are more economically cleared in the winter as it is
possible to burn all brush at the site and eliminate costly
hauling to the dump area. During the winter of 73 — '74
brush and trees were cut at Meadowview Cemeterv and the
Dump area, and on the County Road when possible.
Sand is being used in larger amounts in order to cut the
use of rock salt, in the name of ecology, but this does not
save money and it takes longer to make the roads safe for
travel. Also, this method of ice control will require more
clean-up in the spring than the use of just salt for ice con-
trol. The cooperation of the public in the form of reduced
speed is also necessary during storm periods in order for this
program to work.
Summer Maintenance — $30,391.32
All general maintenance from the middle of March to
December 1 is covered under this account. Included is the
grading, use of the York rake on 34 gravel roads several
77
times, cutting banks and ditches, spot graveling, the main-
tenance and replacement of culverts, setting posts, signs,
etc. on all roads. Also the maintenance of shoulders through-
out the black road system and the machine and hand cutting
of brush in the summer.
In 1974 several roads were spot graveled. They were:
County Road, Steams Rd., Austin Rd., Dodge Rd., Brook
Rd., Stockwell Rd., Nichols Rd., Thorntons Ferry Rd. #2,
Old Manchester Rd., Schoolhouse Rd., Grater Rd., and Old
Milford Rd. Culverts were replaced on: Mt. Vernon Rd.,
Spring Rd., Stearns Rd., Boston Post Rd. (North), Aglipay
Dr., Dodge Rd., Oak Hill Rd., and Baboosic Lake Rd. Brush
was cut on approximately 100 miles of road and in some
areas this was done a second time. Brush was hand cut on
Mack Hill Rd., Horace Greeley Rd., Brook Rd., New Boston
Rd., Old Mt. Vernon Rd. and at comers and intersections.
Many hours were spent replacing street signs. The old
wooden signs are being replaced by a more durable metal
sign with steel posts. Complete replacement of all wooden
signs will be accomplished over several years.
Oiling - $37,941.82
In 1974 the price of asphalt went from $.24 per gallon to
$.43. Because of this tremendous increase our re-oiling pro-
gram had to be cut back. To stay within our budget, the
following roads were re-oiled in 1974: (a total of 37,000
gallons of asphalt were used for a total of 12.3 miles ) Thorn-
tons Ferry #1, Ponemah Hill Rd., Old Nashua Rd., North
Hollis Rd., Boston Post Rd., Thorntons Ferry #2, Veterans
Rd., Northfield Rd., Windsor Dr., Cross Rd., Mack Hill (jet.
Sprague Rd. north), Warren Way, Jones Rd., Deerwood Dr.,
Danbury Circle, Newburv Drive, Ravine Rd., and Roberts
Rd.
The cost of patching all black roads and sweeping of all
roads to be re-oiled is covered under this oiling appropria-
tion. 10,000 Gallons of waste oil were apphed to gravel
roads where dust is a problem.
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Town Road Aid - $15,472.08
T.R.A. is a program started in 1947 by the State to help
towns improve their roads. Money for this account is raised
on a 15% town cost and 85% State aid. Supervision is
jointlv held by the State and the Road Agent. Under this
account money was spent on 800' of Old Mt. Venion Rd.
and 1100' of Mt. Vemon Rd. (from jet. of Boston Post Road,
north to Tommy Brook). These two roads were completely
rebuilt (new culverts), gravel, and mix and place. This ac-
count also paid for the gravel for the bridge on New Boston
Road.
Gas Subsidy - $34,686.75
This is a program started in 1971 bv the State to help
towns improve their roads and the care of their roads.
Money for this account is 100% State aid. $10,000.00 of this
account was spent on shimming Boston Post Road, south
(3 days). It was planned to start a rebuilding project on
Merrimack Road from the junction of Rte. 122 to Pine Acres.
Because of a land acquisition problem, this project was post-
poned to 1975. Instead, the rebuilding of 1200' of Spring
Road near the Elden's house was started. This will be com-
pleted in 1975. This account paid for the replacement of an
old stone bridge on the New Boston Road. The replacement
of all culverts on the gravel part of Stearns Road was com-
pleted and paid for by this account. Work on this road will
continue for the next 3 years to a completion for a hot top
surface.
Road Improvement - $12,000.00
Money under this account was spent on shimming the
following roads: Spring Road (1700'), Mack Hill Road (jet.
Roberge Dr. to Austin Road ) , Mack Hill Road ( jet. Shadow
Lane south 350'), and Mt. Vemon Rd. (jet. Green Rd. to
Secomb Rd.). Spot shimming was done on Boston Post Road
(by the Fire Station), Jones Road, New Boston Road, and
Mack Hill Road.
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Parks and Playgrounds - $3,725.99
Money under this account is spent to maintain eight town
commons, two playgrounds, the Old Brick School yard,
Wilkins and Clark School grounds. Some of the work at the
Library comes under this account. This work consists of
raking and picking up leaves, mowing and trimming the
grass, care of the park fences, and the constant picking up of
papers, etc. from the lawns. Town trash barrels are placed
in these areas during the summer and have helped keep our
village picked up. Also, mowing of the Little League ball
field outside the regular playgrounds comes under this
account.
This past year the fence at the Brick School and the park
fence were repaired. Fifty of the old stone posts from the
back fence of Meadowview cemetery were salvaged and
used. Rails were replaced when necessary.
Cemeteries - $8,821.41
Money for this account was spent to maintain the four
cemeteries: Meadowview, the Old Cemetery by the Town
Hall, Cricket Comer and the Chestnut Hill Cemetery. Some
of the work accomplished this year other than the regular
raking, mowing and trimming of all cemeteries was: 1) a
new water system was installed at Meadowview Cemetery.
2) a new fence was installed on the southwest side of
Meadowview Cemetery, 3) a new avenue was constructed
on the west side of Meadowview Cemetery. With the new
water system, the rebuilding of the older lots will be re-
sumed. There were 15 burials in Meadowview Cemetery, 1
in Cricket Comer Cemetery, and 1 in Chestnut Hill Ceme-
tery. A program of resetting the older stones in all cemeteries
will be expanded in 1975. Also, an area at the rear of the
Chestnut Hill Cemetery is to be re-seeded.
Dumps - $9,488.09
Money from this account paid for the custodian's time,
the hiring of a bulldozer several times during the year, and
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the constant hauling of gravel to cover the dump driving
area. We were able to start a program of covering areas at
the dump that can no longer be used. A large area next to
Dodge Road was covered and seeded. In 1975, the dump
will be closed and the remainder of the dump will be
covered and seeded.
I would like you, the taxpayer, to know that your highway
department is doing everything possible to give you good
service and to keep the cost of operation down. With this in
mind, we have tried to assist various other departments
whenever possible. We have asked for a wood chipper in
1975 to enable us to chip brush on the site and eliminate
having to haul brush to the dump or the sanitary land fill in
the future.
The second part of a new salt bin was built at the Town
Barn yard by Department employees. The old salt bin which
was part of the original building was made available for
vehicles. This vear a small addition has been added to pro-
vide toilet facilities and a parts room. No other building
needs are contemplated in the near future.
In closing this report, I would like to thank the Selectmen
and the Road Commission for their guidance and help in
1974 and the taxpayers of Amherst for their support of the
Department's programs. I would also like to thank Roy
Wheeler for the 25 vears of dedicated service to the Amherst
Highway Department, and wish him well in the future.
Any comments and suggestions on how your Highway De-
partment can better serve you are welcomed.
Respectfully submitted,
RICHARD G. CROCKER, Highway Agent
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Amherst Fire Department
Annual Report - 1974
The following is a summary of the Amherst Fire Depart-
ment's activities in 1974.
The Department responded to a total of 106 calls during
the year, of which 4 were major structural fires, as com-







































Mutual aid was received 10 times and supplied out of
tovni 8 times.
The Amherst Fire Department is composed of three en-
gine companies, and listed below are the officers and the









Responded to 69 calls.





Responded to 83 calls.
Engine Four:
A 1960 International 4-wheel drive brush truck. As
this is a smaller piece of equipment, it is easier to ma-
nipulate through the woodlands, enabling us to perform
a greater service in the area of woods fires. This engine
responded to 23 calls.
Engine Six:
This military vehicle, obtained at no cost to the town
through our Civil Defense Dept., has a water capacity
of 2,(>0O gallons. This truck responded to 28 calls.
To report a fire, dial 673-3131. This is the phone number
of the Communications Center, which handles all fire calls
for Amherst, Milford, Wilton, and Mont Vernon 24 hours
a day. Please give the property owner's name, the street
name and the town when reporting a fire.
A combined drill with all companies is held the first Mon-
day of the month. Each engine company holds a practice
drill on one of tlie following Mondays of that month.
During 1974 the Fire Wards worked with architect Ro]:)ert
Jackson on the plans for the South Station to be erected on
Steams Road. It is to be completed during 1975. A com-
pany will be formed to man that station, bringing tlie total
of tlie Amherst Fire Department up to 52 men. The new
engine ordered in 1974 is due in early 1976. It is similar to
Engine Three. Also, the Department would like to acquire
a military' surplus vehicle like Engine Six.
The Wards would like to thank the members of the three
engine companies for their time and efi^ort put forth. Also,
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our thanks to the selectmen, Barbara Landry, and the people
of Amherst for the support they give the department.
Respectfully submitted,
MARSHALL STRICKLAND, Chief
RICHARD G. CROCKER, First Assistant Chief
DAVID HERLIHY, JR., Second Assistant Chief
Fire Prevention Team
The following is a summary of the Fire Prevention Team's
activities for 1974.
The Fire Prevention Team conducted a total of 44 in-






In addition to the inspections conducted, team members
attended a five week course on fire prevention, instructed
groups in the proper use of fire extinguishers, spoke to local
service organizations and school children, and distributed
fire prevention literature during three major campaigns
conducted each year.
The Fire Prevention Team was founded in 1974 by mem-




We would like to remind homeowners that home inspec-
tions are by request only and are totally confidential. Home
inspection arrangements can be made by contacting the






AH open burning when the ground is not covered with
snow is controlled by the Town Forest Fire Warden in co-
operation with the New Hampshire Forest Fire Service.
Anyone wishing to kindle a fire out-of-doors when the
ground is not covered with snow must have a written permit
signed by the Town Forest Fire Warden. If the fire is to be
kindled on land not owned by the person kindhng the fire
then he must have the permission of the landowner. No out-
door fires can be kindled between 9 A.M. and 5 P.M. unless
it is raining, without the additional approval of the District
Forest Fire Chief.
The 1974 forest fire season was one of the worst in the
past two decades. Woodlands in central and southern New
Hampshire became so dry in mid August that the Governor
and Council, upon the recommendation of the State Forester,
enacted a partial woodlands closm-e in Sullivan, Cheshire,
Hillsborough, Merrimack and Belknap Counties and a com-
plete woodlands closure in Strafford and Rockingham Coun-
ties plus the Towns of Barnstead, Gilmanton and Alton in
Belknap County. Through the excellent cooperation of the
citizens of our State no major forest fire occurred at any
time during the year.
1974 Forest Fire Statistics
No. of Fires No. of Acres
State 871 915
District 163 106
Town 16 9- 1/2
WINTHROP H. HANNAFORD, District Fire Chief




Chief James F. Tinker, Jr.




Spl. Officer Robert McHatton
Spl. Officer Robin Mangold
Spl. Officer Albert Junkins
Spl. Officer John X. Murphy
Traffic Aide Diane Simenson
Traffic Aide Sylvia Martel










17 Mutual aid to other depts.













7 Use of firearms by police oflBcers
2058 Incidents reported in 1974
1064 Incidents reported in 1973
716 Incidents reported in 1972
Arrests by Amherst Police in 1974:
2 Accomplice to burglary
5 Assault
10 Bench warrants and arrest for other departments.
11 Burglary
1 Contributing to the delinquency of a minor.
14 Criminal mischief
1 Criminal threats
1 Cruelty to animals
1 Discharging firearms in the compact area of a town.




of 57 burglaries reported in 1974, 9 are closed cases. 48 of
the 57 reported burglaries are unsolved, no arrests have
been made and none are likely.
Calls for pohce service have almost tripled since 1972,
going from 716 to 2058. Our statistics show the increase in
requests for police service and point out from which direc-
tion the demands are coming. More of our citizens are
equipping their homes and businesses with sophisticated
alarm systems. We spend far more time on dog complaints
than we do on automobile accidents. Forgery has popped
up in our arrest statistics for the first time. One entei-prising
thief has printed his own cashier's checks drawn on a Chel-
sea, Massachusetts bank. He has left his checks all over
New Hampshire, $1200 worth in our town. Stolen cars have
doubled. Arrests are up. Petty thievery is up, costly van-
dalism, particularly at the Amherst Town Park area and in
the village area hit the taxpayer hard this year. The Brick
School and the Clark School suflFered more than their share
of damage. In one night alone over $700 worth of windows
were wiped out of the Wilkins School. One south Amherst
restaurant owner reported five burglaries and six cases of
criminal mischief (vandalism) in 1974.
Our five man department spread over a seven day week,
24 hours a day, permits us to have one officer on duty at all
times, with one shift a week covered by either a part-time
officer or a full-time officer working overtime. Administra-
tive and court duties leave little time for the chief to be
included in the patrol schedule.
Now for the good news. Amherst is almost completely
free of violence. There have been no robberies, and the 10
assaults reported to us were "family" problems, where one
member of the household has struck another member and
the second one wants number one arrested. It is our policy
to settle these differences without an arrest if possible. We
are about 50% successful. One very serious crime was re-
ported to us, rape. We requested a state police investigator
to work on the case. He quickly came up with a probable
89
suspect, but the victim had left New Hampshire for the west
coast, unable to testify. The same suspect has been indicted
by a Massachusetts grand jury for the same offense.
We conducted a successful open house in our offices for
the first time in 1974. Two or three hundred new friends
and familiar faces came through and were acquainted with
our resources and facilities.
In our schools the Officer Bill program went full speed
aliead as in the last few years. It is a good program; young-
sters learn that the officer is approachable, a person to turn
to for help and not really such a bad guy as his image seems
to indicate.
Our bicycle rodeo attracted many youngsters; local
businesses donated prizes, other town departments donated
man (and woman) power, and a good time was had by all.
Highway safety scored a big plus. It is hard to believe, but
most of our young bicyclists drive on the right, look where
they are going and wear light clothing at night.
Over 1300 bicycles were safety inspected and registered
by police in 1974.
For the first time in Amherst history we initiated a police
cadet program. Three young people interested in a criminal
justice career worked with pohce officers for ten weeks dur-
ing the summer vacation months. These young persons had
no pohce authority, but worked alongside pohce officers
for the entire summer. The program was funded by a $2322
grant from the Governor's Commission on Crime and De-
hnquency and was matched by $129 from the Town of
Amherst. One cadet has since been hired as a special officer,
and the other two have returned to school, looking forward
to law enforcement related careers.
The successful operation of a police department depends
heavily on the attitude and cooperation of the citizens of
the community. This once a year opportvmit)^ to say thank
you is inadequate. We do want the Amherst citizen to
know we are grateful for every bit of assistance we have had
throughout 1974, be it help at an accident scene, purchase
of a policeman's ball ticket or testimony at a trial.
JAMES F. TINKER, JR., Chief of Police
Principal
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Tree Cotntnittee Report
As in the past years, the Amherst Tree Committee has
concentrated on keeping the trees and ornamental shrubs
on the village streets and commons in good health, and re-
placing those which are lost to disease and old age.
In 1974, we sprayed the elms with both dormant and fol-
iage sprays to reduce the danger of their succumbing to
Dutch Elm Disease, using chemicals recommended by the
University of N. H. as having no appreciable ill-effect on
the environment. We pruned the dead branches from vil-
lage trees, cut back some shrubs and cabled badly forked
trees in danger of splitting. We also limed the commons
and mulched with bark and watered during the summer all
newlv planted trees.
In the interest of safety, aesthetics and sanitation, fifteen
dead trees, mostly sugar maples, were cut down in and out-
side of the village. Eight of these threatened utility lines
and were removed in cooperation with the Public Service
Company of New Hampshire. The following trees were
planted: seven Crimson King maples, three ashes, a June-
berry, a paper birch clump, and a red oak, the last given as
a memorial to the late Nils Monson, a longtime resident of
this town.
Thanks must be expressed to the several citizens who
supplied water for the regular watering of the newly-planted
trees, most of which came thi'ough their first season in fine
condition.
In 1975, the committee hopes to continue operations much
as in the past year, with the addition of fertilizing recently










The Amherst Town Library is now open 41 V2 hours a
week, which not only meets the demands of its patrons, but
the State Library recommendations of a town the size of
Amherst.
We have acquired 537 new patrons this year, we have
also added four new stacks and rearranged all the adult non-
fiction material.
The Book Selection Committee — Betty Watson, Lucy
Ramsay, Betty Lyle, have met every month this year to pur-
chase books for the collection. These are now purchased
through a book-buving co-op with surrounding towns at a
cost benefit to the tax-payer. The committee spends many
hours during the month reading source material such as;
Library Journal, Publishers Weekly, etc., in order to make
the best choices possible.
We have joined "Aesop", this is also a co-op, for acquiring
a comprehensive collection of audio-visual material for pre-
school and primary children. This was made possible
through a Federal grant awarded bv the New Hampshire
State Library Commission,
The Friends of the Library have continued to give many
hours of service to benefit the library. They have worked
hard to decorate, raise money, bring in special exhibits and
collections, book mending, book discussions, and the story
hour for children. Their time, enthusiasm, and many gifts
are greatly appreciated by the staff and the Board of Trus-
tees.
The Friends of the Library are: Edith Martini, chairman;
Norma Specker, secretary; Carol Ritchie, treasurer; Barbara
Berlack, membership; Joan Sundeen, displays; Evelvn Dud-
lev, art; Wallv Alberts, book discussion; Margaret Gray,
book mending; Nancy Logan, flowers; Jean Pituck, pub-
licity; Manny Houston and Helen Cook, story hour.
Our staff; Head Librarian, Bettv Watson, the Assistant
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Librarians, Cele Clough, Marian Williston, Sally Suomala,
and Jody Allen, we feel do an excellent job of conveying
the friendly feeling of the library. They all have a keen
interest in the service of the hbrary, and of the requests
from the patrons. Our three regular pages, Heidi SeeUng,
Heather Stevens, Kathy Greaney, and our volunteer page.
Sue Berlack, also serve the library well. Members of the
staff also continue to take library extension courses when
possible, to add to their library techniques, and skills. In
addition to the loaning of books, art, and records, we have
added jig-saw puzzles.
The Board of Trustees meet on the second Tuesday of
each month. In addition to these meetings they also attend
State Library meetings, special workshops, and District
meetings.
We wish to thank all those in the town who have given
gifts to the library this year, and in years past. We are













Circulation statistics for 1974 are as follows:
Adult Fiction
We have added two new titles to our magazine collection,
namely "Backpacker" and "New Englander," and have dis-
continued 3 periodicals which seemed to have little appeal
to our hbrary users. We now subscribe to 55 magazines and
receive as gifts 28 more titles, for a total of 83 magazines.
Our record collection consists of 76 records for children
and 433 for adults - a total of 509.
The Johnson Meeting Room was used for 202 meetings
and workshops, including 126 meetings by various town or-
ganizations, 53 more than last year.
Ninety-five children completed the required number of
books in the Summer Reading Program and were entertained
at a film show in the Johnson Room. 800 books were read
and reported on by this enthusiastic group of young readers,
with volunteers helping the library staflF record the children's
titles and listen to their reports.
Hours open were increased in 1974 to 41 V^ hours per
week by adding Wednesday evening to the open schedule
and extending the closing time to 9 P.M. A new member,
Mrs. George Allen, was added to our regular staff.
Our deep thanks is extended to the Friends of the Library
for their many, many contributions of time, services and
financial gifts and to the Board of Library Trustees who
continue to direct and support our efforts to furnish good
library service to the residents of Amherst.
Respectfully submitted,









We have examined the accounts of the following Town
0£Bcers: Selectmen, Town Clerk, Town Treasurer, Tax Col-
lector, Road Agent, Trustees of Trust Funds, Treasurer of




Report of Town Audit
TOWN OF AMHERST, N. H.
Fiscal Year Ending December 31, 1974
REVENUE SHARING FUND
Statement of Revenue, Expenditures, Encumbrances and
Fund Balance.




Available Cash - December 31, 1974 16,821 49
Less: Encumbrances (Appropriations
Authorized) December 31, 1974
Capital Outlay:
Environmental Conservation $5,910 14
Public Safety 4,000 00
Total Capital Encumbrances $ 9,910 14
Total Encumbrances $ 9,910 14
Available Unobligated Funds —
December 31, 1974 $ 6,911 35
We have examined the accounts and records of the Rev-
enue Sharing Fund of the Town of Amherst, N. H., for the
fiscal year ended December 31, 1974.
In our opinion, the above Statement of Revenue, Appro-
priations, Encumbrances and Available Unobligated Funds
presents fairly the revenue, expenditures and encumbrances
incurred, and status of Revenue Sharing Fimds of the Town
of Amherst, N. H., for the year ended December 31, 1974.
STEPHEN NOBLE
ORSON H. BRAGDON




The Board of Adjustment held 14 meetings dm-ing 1974.
Fifteen apphcations were submitted: 7 Special Exceptions,
4 Variances, 3 appeals from Administrative Decisions and 1
Temporary Use Permit. One application was withdrawn
before being heard. The disposition of the fourteen appli-












RUSSELL T. STEEVES, JR., Chmn.
C. THOMAS CARSON, V. Chmn.






Amherst has felt the effects of the general economic slow-
down during 1974, with the dollar volume of construction
dropping to $4,067,273 from its 1973 high of $9,281,970.
This slowdown is being taken advantage of by the institu-
tion of a total review and updating program of all aspects
of the Zoning Administrator position.
This includes working with the Board of Adjustment, the
Planning Board, the Conservation Commission, and various
other groups to provide several Zoning Ordinance amend-
ment proposals for the 1975 town meeting, and several re-
vision proposals to the Subdivision Regulations, Water Pol-
lution Control Regidations, and the Building Code.
The record keeping system is being completely revised to
simplify it and to provide better access to information. A
review program has been created to analyze septic system
failures through the cooperative efforts of myself, the Soil
Conservation Service from Milford, and the State Water
Supply and Pollution Control Commission. This effort is
expected to provide one of the more important ways of up-
dating our regulations on a continuing basis to reduce septic
failures.
Although several of these programs will be completed
early in 1975, many of them will be ongoing efforts to con-
tinually update ourselves and our regulations to provide the
best service to the townspeople as is possible.
Respectfully submitted,
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The Town's support of the Planning Board's article for
funds to continue the implementation of a Master Plan was
greatly appreciated and brought renewed energy and inter-
est in planning for Amherst.
Beginning in May, some sixty residents were asked to join
a Sounding Board to help define the planning goals of our
town. This group meets each month to define, solve and
implement these planning directions.
Some of the short term goals are presented to the Town.
Through articles in the 1975 Town Warrant, further aims of
the Sounding Board will be accomplished by additions to
the sub-division regulations. The Articles include clarifica-
tion of wetlands, tighter controls of earth material removal,
broader control of commercial sites, increase in acreage
requirements in the commercial and industrial districts
through use of the subdivision regulations. We plan to
hmit building on steep slopes and require landscaping of
non-residential site development.
R. F. JACKSON, Chairman
C. HOOD, Vice-chairman






Activity was the name of the game for your conservation
commission in 1974.
One area in which the commission became increasingly
involved was that of dredge-and-fill and wetlands. We spent
countless hours inspecting land for which applications had
been made either to dredge out earth or to fill it in, and
then reporting our findings to the state's Special Board (our
role here is purely advisory). We spent countless hours in-
vestigating possible wetland violations, and in some cases
gained the cooperation of the landowners in correcting
them. Much of our work here must of necessity be educa-
tional. A householder does not always realize that the "un-
sightly" swamp next to him is a reservoir that is a built-in
insurance pohcy against his well going dry. Members of the
commission — as private citizens — are on the Sounding
Board of the Planning Board, working especially on the im-
provement of the town's wetlands ordinance.
With the unanimous approval of the 1974 Town Meeting,
your commission added some 117 acres to the Joe English
Reservation, bringing the total size of the conservation area
at the north end of Brook Road to over 200 acres. One win-
ter activity has been scouting Joe Enghsh West (the addi-
tion) with the aim of laying out trails for crosscountry skiing
and horseback riding as well as hiking. The trails in Joe
English East were color-coded, and the bridge at the foot of
the beaver pond replaced, this with the aid of friends of
conservation. We're holding off on new maps, by the way,
until the trail work in Joe English West is finished.
We spent countless hours on surveying assistance and
legal work with both Joe English West and the Carlsmith
easement land. The tag end of the year saw the completion
of the conservation easement granted to the commission and
to the town by the Allen Carlsmiths of New Boston Road.
Their desire to give permanent protection to the brook that
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flows through their property on its way to the Great Mea-
dow was accomphshed by their giving up building and
otlier rights to the 17 acres of land through which about
2700 feet of that brook flows. The commission views this
easement as a landmark achievement and hopes that it will
encourage other Amherst residents to secure similar protec-
tion to environmentally valuable parts of their own land.
Members of the commission would be glad to talk with any
interested persons.
In closing, we wish again to note our sorrow at the death
of Roland K. Fraser, a valiant conservationist and a good
friend.
ALICE E. ARNOLD, Co-chairman







Member of the Conservation Commission
1973 - 1974
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Amherst Historic District Commission
ANNUAL REPORT - 1974
The Historic District Commission received a total of 12
pei-mits during the year 1974. The permit applications were
as follows:
1 reconstruction of structure destroyed by fire
1 sign and home occupation within existing building
4 exterior renovations
2 additions to present structures
3 fences
1 accessory building to be used for a garage
We have discussed many permits by phone, but a special
meeting has been called when necessary. We have complied
with the calling of regular meetings which are four times
per year. We have discussed at great length a change to be
requested in the 1975 Town Warrant re: Home Occupation.
Our Chairman has met with Town Counsel and the Plan-
ning Board to discuss that matter. All records and minutes
of the Commission are kept at the To\\ai Hall and are avail-
able for inspection.
Respectfully submitted,
ROSAMOND E. BUCHANAN, Chairman
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Amherst Recreation Conunission
The Amherst Recreation Commission has again completed
a most productive year. The winter months began with
approximately 140 boys participating in the Biddy League
Basketball Program. This was the first year that an organ-
ized girls basketball program was formed, with some 20 girls
playing under the direction of Carl Wheeler.
Men's basketball and Women's volleyball were still very
popular, and became increasingly so this Fall with the ex-
cellent gym facilities available at the new Middle School.
Spring saw some 300 boys participate in the Junior Base-
ball Program. Due to the high number of registrations, the
league was further expanded to accommodate the aspirants.
Over 100 girls played softball twice per week. For the first
time, an All-Star team was formed and played two games
with Hollis. The Commission hopes to expand the schedule
of the team to include other neighboring towns. A special
thanks to the coaches of both programs for their help in
making the baseball program so successful.
Tennis, again, was very popular this summer, with 185
adults and children taking lessons during the two periods
which were offered. A summer tennis league was set up for
18 year olds and under, with Hollis, Milford and Peterbor-
ough. Meets were held in these towns from the end of June
through mid August.
This year saw the formation of the Amherst Patriots Or-
ganization, formed by a group of interested citizens to pro-
mote football in the town, under the Pop Warner Program.
Some 100 boys and girls participated in the program in the
form of tackle football, flag football and cheerleading. The
Commission sincerely appreciates the efforts of the APO
for filling an important void in our program.
Soccer was held at the Wilkins School under the direction
of Pete Houston. Some 50 boys and girls registered and
played during July and August.
Summer ushered in a successful season at Baboosic Lake.
110
The Park opened on June 24th and closed on September
2nd, with over 1,300 registrations for use of the facilities.
Swim lessons were provided for 150 children as well as an
extensive Arts and Crafts Program. The Family Steak Cook-
Out, in its third year, proved again, to be a popular event.
Mr. Richard Tappley, Director of Recreation for the State
of New Hampshire was kind enough to conduct a survey
and oflFered ideas as to how programs can be expanded at
the lake. His comments also included that the average per
capita cost for recreation in the State is $12.60, while Am-
herst's is approximately $1.35.
The Recreation Commission extends many thanks to all
the people who have given of their time and support to the
programs presented. Particular thanks go to the School Offi-
cials for aUowing the use of school facilities for Recreational
purposes.






Department of Civil Preparedness
Report for 1974
The following is a summary of the Amherst Civil Pre-
paredness Department activities for 1974:
Amherst Rescue Squad




The Amherst Rescue Squad completed its second full year
of service in October of 1974. There are presently 30 mem-
bers on the squad, all of whom are licensed ambulance at-
tendants. Among the members are 18 Emergency Medical
Technicians (EMT course is 81 hours, including 10 hours of
hospital training), 27 Advanced Red Cross First Aid card
holders, 2 nurses, 3 EMT instructors, and 1 CPR (Cardio-
pulmonary resuscitation, certified by the Heart Association)
instructor. All members are volunteers, and there is no
charge for the service of the Amherst Rescue Squad to any
person receiving care. The squad is supported by town
funds and donations.







28 transports to hospital
3 calls out of town
125 total number of people assisted
After July 1, 1974 the Amherst Rescue Squad has re-
sponded to all requests for an ambulance, at the request of
the Selectmen. On that date, the private ambulance service
which services Amherst moved their vehicles from head-
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quarters in Milford back to a location in Nashua. If the
responding ARS personnel feel the patient can wait the 20
or so minutes for the private ambulance to arrive from
Nashua, ARS does not transport. When, however, the patient
needs immediate transportation, the Rescue Truck serves
as an ambulance. The Rescue Truck is licensed as an am-
bulance by the State of New Hampshire.
Through donations and grants, the Amherst Rescue Squad
has raised over $4,000.00 for the purpose of purchasing
equipment during 1974. Several town organizations have
purchased equipment for the vehicle. The squad is grateful
to these organizations for tlieir interest and support.
Training sessions were held by squad members during the
summer for life guards and life saving classes at the Amherst
Swim Club and at Baboosic Lake. These sessions included
techniques of water rescue, artificial resuscitation, and
cardio-pulmonary resuscitation, with the use of the manni-
ken, Ressusi-Annie.
Members of the squad volunteered their time to stand by
at various town events. These included the Fourth of July
field day, Amherst Patriot home football games, and a 4-H
horse show.
There is now interest in starting a first aid program in the
schools, as well as for the townspeople. It is felt that a first
aid program should be available to all interested persons.
The squad invites any organization or group of people in-
terested in such a program to contact any ofiicer of the
squad.
To request an ambulance or the service of the rescue
squad, call 673-1414, give the name and address, the loca-
tion, and what type of emergency. When possible have
someone wait in front of the house to identify the location
for the emergency vehicle.
Civil Preparedness OflBce
Due to the efficiency of Harding Sortevik, Deputy Direc-
tor of Civil Preparedness, the town of Amherst now has an
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emergency operations plan. The purpose of this plan is to
prepare the town for a major catastrophy, by organizing and
coordinating all the town's resources. Warren Clark of the
University of New Hampshire's Center for Emergency Plan-
ning, spent much time in the town, as the plan was being
prepared. I would like to thank the following people for
their time and work in preparing this plan: Harding Sorte-
vik, the Board of Selectmen, Fire Chief M. Strickland, Police
Chief J. Tinker, Jr., V. Townsend, Dr. J. Starke, P. Collins,
R. Crocker, D. Young, M. Marsh, and Rev. J. Ward. These
people will continue working during 1975 to further develop
the plan by training, coordinating between departments, set-
ting up an emergency operations center, and conducting a
simulated training exercise.




Amherst's colonial heritage and influence is felt daily as
we go past the Village Green and down Main Street. With
our country's 200th Birthday Celebration coming next year,
this heritage and influence will be emphasized and height-
ened in the next four years.
New Hampshire's celebrations have and wfll include em-
phasis on Fort WiUiam and Mary (1974), NH men at
Bunker Hill (1975), the First Constitution in the Country
(1976), and the Battle of Bennington (1977).
Amherst's American Revolution Bicentennial Committee
(AARBC) met in March of 1974 to begin plans for par-
ticipation in the coming years. Representatives from clubs,
churches, ser\dce organizations, and other town groups were
invited to assist.
Within the three areas of activities Amherst has begun its
program — — —
HERITAGE Restoration of the Town Burial Ground was
done by high school students, members of the Lions Club,
and the Amherst Highway Department. An additional
wreath laying on the Revolutionary War grave of General
Moses Nichols on Memorial Day is to be continued in suc-
ceeding years. The Amherst Historical Society is having the
Concord Coach restored; it traveled in Amherst in the 1800's.
FESTIVAL The Red Cross and American Field Service
has incorporated arts and crafts in their Art Show held every
spring throughout the Bicentennial Years. The AARBC is
sponsoring a float and surprises on the Fourth of July.
HORIZON The Amherst School Board will be incorpo-
rating appropriated information on the celebration into the
school curriculum. A New Hampshire State flag was pur-
chased for the new Middle School by the AARBC. Town
planning groups will be developing programs for the preser-
vation of our heritage and values.
Many activities fit into all categories: the wreath laying,
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the coach restoration; a House Tour; a walking tour of the
Village area .
Bicentennial activities are not, by any means restricted to
programs planned by the AARBC, but rather any group of
citizens and their contributions to the Bicentennial Com-
memoration.
The Town of Amherst has been honored to have been
selected an official American BiCentennial Community by
National Bi-Centennial Committee. Amherst qualified be-




Nashua Mental Health Association
The following statistics are concerned with the patients
from Amherst who were admitted during tlie year 1974.
The total of new cases was 17.
The average Amherst chent was charged $13.25 per visit
with an average of Q.Q visits before termination. The Com-
munity Council operating cost per treatment hour for this
period is $27.98, leaving $14.73 per visit to be raised by
sources other than patient fees.
The major source of funding for the Clinic is the State of
New Hampshire, which is a matching grant, based on the
formula of two State dollars for every local dollar raised.
During 1974 a total of 17 new patients from Amherst were
seen at the Community Council, approximately 12/3% of
the total new caseload for the year. A total of 112.2 patient
hours were spent with Amherst patients, at a cost of
$1,652.70, based on the $14.73 per patient. An allotment
based on 1.6% of the Communit)^ Council budget after State
grant-in-aid would come to $3,200.
The above statistics show that Amherst Clients have been
and still utilize the service the Community Council offers.
Benefits to Amherst clients were also reflected in the statis-
tics for this period. Of the 21 cases closed, 14 showed defi-




The Souhegan Community Nursing Association located on
North River Road in Milford is one of the 40 home health
agencies in New Hampshire. This agency serves, under Doc-
tors' orders, all residents of Amherst, Milford and Mont
Vernon regardless of age or socio-economic status.
During 1974, 626 nursing visits w^ere made to 77 diflFerent
patients from Amherst and 12 residents received Physical
Therapy 153 times, either at their homes or at the nursing
association's facility.
A well child clinic is held monthly and there have been
health screening programs.
Equipment such as hospital beds, crutches, walkers, wheel-






At the Town Meeting in March 1974, the following motion
was presented by the Ways and Means Committee:
"Resolved, that the 1974 Town Meeting direct the mod-
erator to appoint a committee of five persons to study
alternatives to the present organization of the Selectmens'
responsibilities including a five man board; an administra-
tive assistant and a town manager, and to prepare recom-
mendations to be included in the 1975 Town Warrant."
In July the Town Government Study Committee began an
analysis of Amherst's town government, with an in-depth
study of the existing form of government, what types of
government are available under enabhng legislation, and
what other towns similar to Amherst have for a government
organization. The Committee has spent over 200 man hours
on this project. This report summarizes the plan of action
and resulting recommendations.
PLAN OF ACTION
In order to effectively pursue this study, the Committee
sought to establish a practical approach to accomplish its
mission. The approach agreed upon, and exercised by the
Committee, was as follows:
1. Study Amherst's current form of government to de-
teraiine its strengths and weaknesses. The procedure used
was to interview the selectmen and other officials, depart-
ment heads, committee and commission chair persons. A
predetermined set of questions was used in order to arrive
at consistent trends and patterns.
2. Since town governments are a political subdivision of
the state government, we had to study and understand the
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enabling legislation providing for different forms of town
government.
3. An abundance of resource material was gathered from
a number of sources, including the state, other towns, other
study committees, associations, and the League of Women
Voters. All of this material had to be collated and evaluated
to understand how it may apply to the Town of Amherst.
4. In order to study other towns in the State of New
Hampshire with varying forms of town government different
from that of Amherst, we conducted personal interviews
with town officials in such towns as Derry, Merrimack, and
others. In addition, town goverrmient study committee re-
ports from other towns in the State of New Hampshire were
read to extract applicable information.
OPTIONS AVAILABLE
The Committee determined that the following were viable
alternatives available to the Town of Amherst:
3-man Board of Selectmen (Current form).
5-man Board of Selectmen.
3-man Board of Selectmen with Administrative Assistant.
3-man Board of Selectmen with Town Manager.
5-man Board of Selectmen with Administrative Assistant.
5-man Board of Selectmen with Town Manager.
Council Manager form of Government (by special charter).
The Committee found pros and cons to each of the alter-
natives, and after studying each and relating it to the type
of town Amherst is, we recommend the following
RECOMMENDATIONS
The Town Government Study Committee unanimously
recommends that the Town of Amherst adopt the provisions
of New Hampshire revised statutes. Annotated Chapter 41:8,
thereby increasing the Board of Selectmen to 5 members.
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Should the town so vote, the increase would not take effect
until the first annual town meeting following the meeting at
which the question was acted upon. Implementation would
be effected by electing 2 members for a 3-year term and one
member for a 1-year term at the first annual meeting follow-
ing the meeting when the action was taken, two members
for a 3-year term at the next annual meeting, and one mem-
ber for a 3-year term at the next following annual meeting.
The advantages and reasoning for a 5-member Board of
Selectmen are as follows:
1. A 5-member Board, over a 3-member Board, would
tend to have a stabilizing effect on the key governing body
of the Town. The Board of Selectmen constitute the execu-
tive branch and poHcy makers of the Towoi, and through
enabling legislation, have a great deal of authority. The
Committee feels with 5 members on the Board, we could
prevent radical swings in the temperament of the Board
members which may take place in one election year. We
feel this would provide us with more stable and consistent
planning and administration of our Town.
2. With a 5-member Board of Selectmen, the Town
could encourage more candidates for the office of Selectman.
The Committee suggests that many more people would be
encouraged to run for the office of Selectman because of
improved work load distribution.
3. By having a 5-member Board, the Town could en-
courage a broader base of skills and interests in its Board
of Selectmen. Certainly a 5-member Board could offer a
broader background of skills and interests than a 3-member
Board could.
4. As the growth potential of Amherst is realized, the
Committee feels the increased work load could be borne
more effectively with a 5-man Board of Selectmen.
5. With a 5-member Board, a system of planning could
be established by assigning each of the 5 Selectmen to a
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major area of the town government. For example, a Select-
man could specialize with the Highway Department or some
other department or commission, attend all the meetings,
become the specialist on the Board for that particular area.
This would be particularly helpful in the area of town
planning which this Committee found to be nearly non-
existent in the Town of Amherst. Planning for the future in
a growing town such as Amherst must be an extremely im-
portant function, in order to prevent the pitfalls so many
towns have stumbled into. This Committee feels that the
function of planning is an important responsibihty of the
Board of Selectmen, and by having a 5-member Board, this
important function could be carried out more eflBciently.
The Committee further recommends that a 5-member
Board of Selectmen be supplemented by a full-time Admin-
istrative Assistant, same to be appointed by the Board.
Your Committee feels strongly that the combination of a
5-member Board and an Administrative Assistant could sub-
stantially increase stabilization and responsiveness of town
government.
It is the opinion of your Committee that the Town at its
current and projected population levels should have a full-
time Administrative Assistant to the Board of Selectmen.
The prime advantages to having an Administrative Assistant
are that of having a full-time administrator, carrying out the
day-to-day duties that are important in the efficient flow
and operation of any town government. In studying our
existing town government, we felt its two greatest weak-
nesses were planning and communication. A full-time ad-
ministrator would be a tremendous help in the area of
communication. The suggested duties and responsibilities of
an Administrative Assistant are as follows:
1. Perform an efficient flow of communication between
the Board of Selectmen, Town department heads, commis-
sions and committees. He would attend meetings with the
various department heads and committees, providing infor-
mation from and to the Board of Selectmen.
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2. Assist the Selectmen in the preparation of the Town
budget and maintain the control and operation of the Town
budget throughout the year.
3. Act as Town personnel manager, preparing a!nd
keeping up-to-date job descriptions, pay scales, benefits and
a general coordination of all Town employee personnel
records.
4. Coordinate all Town purchases and assist in preparing
the bidding format.
5. Keep an up-to-date list of Town volunteers for com-
mittees and commissions and, through the Selectmen, pub-
lish vacancies on the various committees and commissions
to be filled by the Selectmen.
6. Coordinate public relations within the Town and com-
plaint referrals on a day-to-day basis and see that such
information is presented to the Selectmen at their meetings.
7. Act as office manager to supervise Town office em-
ployees and be responsible for the maintenance and upkeep
of Town buildings such as the Town hall, brick school, etc.
8. Perform such other general administrative tasks under
the direction of the Selectmen. Coordinate and seek out
available federal and state aid and funding and apply for
such funds when they are in the best interests of the Town.
CONCLUSIONS
We respectfully recommend that a Town Government
Study Committee be constituted as a standing committee
and charged with the responsibility of pursuing a continuing
study of the various facets of our town government. Appro-
priate recommendations would be made to the Town for
further modifications of its government in order to provide
efficient, responsive town government which is the key to
the success of the Town of Amherst as a good place to live.
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The Town Government Study Committee has received
excellent cooperation and assistance from many sources
throughout its study. The cooperation from the Board of
Selectmen, department heads, and committee chairmen in
the Town of Amherst has been excellent. We extend our
gratitude to the officials in such towns as Merrimack, Derry,
and others for their superb assistance and cooperation. The
Milford Area League of Women Voters made available to
the Committee mountains of resource materials and data
which they have gathered from many sources throughout the
State. Their spirit of cooperation with our Committee was











1974 has been a year of some accomplishment and some
disappointments.
Among the latter was the reappraisal of the Town by
United Appraisal Co. Tliis was supposed to have been com-
pleted by June 15th of 1974. We are still awaiting some of
the final appraisal cards — the originals of which were lost
in the mail.
This notwithstanding we were unable to send out notices
of value until September 19th and tax bills were mailed
November 5. This seriously affected the cash value and, more
importantly, resulted in tax bills going out at a most in-
opportune time to the property owners. Hopefully, the 1975
bills should be in the mail by late summer.
In the meantime there are ongoing negotiations between
ourselves and United Appraisal to determine what our
damages have been because of the delay and what form of
reimbursement we are to receive.
To determine the impact the reappraisal had on each
property, one need only to multiply 1973's assessed value by
$56 and compare the result wdth 1974's tax bill.
Many property ov^mers who are eligible took advantage of
Land Use Exemption. However, many neglected to file.
There's no doubt that all of these people will file from this
time forward. The result will be a further lowering of our
tax base.
Neither will we be receiving any more income from the
School District. During the past couple of years they pur-
chased CD's on the unexpended funds for the Middle School,
now that the School is completed there no longer are such
funds.
This, in addition to the diminution in the base, as dis-
cussed above, will result, in our opinion, in an increase of
about $3 in 1975's tax rate without any additional expendi-
ture by the Town, School District or County.
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It is further estimated that for every $90,000 of increased
expenditures, the tax rate will rise $1.(X).
Many property owners had hearings with both United
Appraisal and the Selectmen concerning their assessments.
It's interesting to note that the majority of these people ad-
mitted to taking no part in either the Town or School meet-
ings. This is the source of your taxes. New Hampshire people
should not now need be admonished of the importance of
each vote.
On the plus side was the purchase of the Arnold and Van
Vlaaderen land for the future Sanitary Land Fill off Route
101. We have had two extensions on open burning by the
State and we must now stop burning as of July 1, 1975.
Much credit is due Betty and Meric Arnold for their willing-
ness to have such a facility in their front yard.
Equal credit must go to Joe Harrison, et als, for their
work in putting the package together. A considerable amount
of time by these people brought about our getting a good
site.
As a result of the favorable action taken at the Special
Town Meeting on November 5th, we are now part of a Re-
gional Sanitary Land Fill District made up of Hollis, Mont
Vernon, Brookline, and Amherst. Each of the other towns
has one member on the Committee and we have two; that is,
these people govern the facility with the Town leasing the
property to the District.
Another difficult problem seems to be solved — albeit it
will take a favorable action on the part of the Town at the
Town Meeting in March. We became involved in an agree-
ment with United Ambulance on a contract basis. At that
time with several other towns included in United Ambu-
lance's service area and at least one ambulance was located
in Milford. When Milford set up its own volunteer service in
September, we had to depend on an ambulance coming from
Nashua.
In the meantime our Rescue Squad under the capable
direction of Roy Maston and Harding Sortevik has grown
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both in numbers and ability. They now provide round-the-
clock back-up for United Ambulance. The squad is made up
entirely of unpaid volunteers.
We are recommending to the Town the purchase of a
fully equipped ambulance and following the lead of our
friends in Milford and become completely independent. A
mutual aid arrangement is in eflFect with Milford and if the
problem involving legal liabihty exposures can be worked
out, it is likely that we will provide service on a fee basis to
Mont Vernon.
We will be able to purchase the ambulance completely
equipped for $21,437 and we have been paying United Am-
bulance over $1,000 a month. Therefore, in approximately
22 months the ambulance will have paid for itself. Much
time and effort went into all of the above in this office. In
addition to the nitty-gritty of routine business, we were also
able to complete our statutory responsibilities of perambu-
lating the Town lines of Amherst, Hollis, and Merrimack.
Without the help of former Selectman Allen Howard, we
would probablv still be in the woods. I suppose some people
think we still are.
Note should be made of the retirement of a long-time
dedicated employee, Roy Wheeler. After 25 years of service,
he stepped down from his very responsible job as grader
operator. We hope that he has many years of well earned
retirement.
Sad to note is the passing of another long-time worker in
many worthwhile projects of the Town. Active in so many
things but most particularly, PTA plays, planning and con-
servation — these are just a few of RoUie Eraser's contribu-
tions to the Town. Rollie Fraser was more than a resident of
the Town. He was a citizen. We shall miss him.
There are many serious questions facing the Town. More
ejBBcient operation of the Town is possible. It's no longer —
sad to say — just a little town where volunteers can spend
the time necessary to nm the Town.




The State of New Hampshire
The polls will open at 8:00 p.m.
To the inhabitants of the Town of Amherst in Hillsborough
County in said State, qualified to vote in
DISTRICT AFFAIRS
You are notified to meet at Town Hall in said Amherst on
Friday the 14th day of March next at 8:00 P.M. in the after-
noon to act upon the following subjects:
1. To choose all necessary officers (District Officers) for
the ensuing year.
2. To raise such sums of money as may be necessary to
defray District charges for the ensuing year.
3. To see if the DISTRICT will give the Commissioners
and District Treasurer the authority to borrow money in
anticipation of District taxes.
4. To transact any other business which may legally
come before said meeting.





Commissioners of Amherst Village District
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Amherst Village District
The Amherst Village District's primary responsibility is to
reliably provide quality water service to its 230 subscribers
and maintain fire hydrant service in the Village. This year
on two occasions, three weeks apart, the service was jeopard-
ized due to failure of the pump motor. A comprehensive
investigation was undertaken by the commissioners to de-
termine the cause of the failures. No specific cause for the
first motor failure could be determined other than possible
bearing failure after seven years of service. The second
failure was attributed to improper motor control and over-
load protection equipment in conjunction with the loss of
one phase of the three phase power when a falling limb
disrupted a high voltage power line in the Village. During
the repair a delay was encountered in obtaining a replace-
ment motor and cooperation of the subscribers was enlisted
to prevent depletion of the water in the 250,000 gallon
storage tank. To prevent recurrence of this type of delay, a
spare motor has been purchased and is stored at the pump-
house. In addition, the following corrective action has been
taken :
1. In conjunction with the pump motor manufacturer,
Public Service Company, and several leading industrial
motor control companies, a modern motor control and pro-
tective system including lost phase protection has been de-
signed and installed.
2. The entire pumphouse wiring was reviewed and up-
dated to be in compliance with the National Electrical code.
The District has also been afflicted with valve and piping
problems that need attention, consequently the commission-
ers have met with the engineers who designed and super-
vised the original installation of the water system 25 years
ago. They have outlined solutions to the problems and pro-
posed adopting a scheduled preventative maintenance pro-
gram to enhance the overall system reliability. This outlined
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work is scheduled to be done as soon as the weather permits.
A very successful payment system was instituted this past
year where many subscribers paid the first 3 quarterly water
payments ($22.50) at one time thereby saving postage,
which helped to offset operating expenses. Although the Dis-
trict has been faced with increased costs as have all its
subscribers, it should be noted that the cost of water has not
changed in 25 years. Water like oil is a valuable natural
resource— conserve it do not waste water.
ROGER O. TOPLIFFE, Chairman
EUGENE I. ROE
HOWARD W. BOOTHROYD





Cash on Hand Dec. 31, 1973 $ 1,150 45
Accounts Receivable, including
Dec. 31 bills 10,375 25
$ 11,525 70
Water System $ 1,179 60
Land for Buildings, Wells,




Bonds Payable $ 30,000 00





Estimates of receipts and expenditures for coming year
January 1 to December 31, 1975
Estimates and actual receipts and expenditures of previous year
January 1 to December 31, 1974
ACCOUNT
Cash on Hand, Jan. 1
Capital Reserve, Jan. 1
Stock, Manchester Bank
Income Water Service




$ 1,150.45 $ 1,150.45 $ 760.82
8,309.12 8,309.12 3,568.78
500.00 500.00 500.00
$ 9,959.57 $ 9,959.57 $ 4,829.60


































Totals $23,915.82 $24,057.52 $24,468.35
**To be raised by taxes 1975 assessed against property WITHIN THE
$ 5,000.00
Synopsis of Totvn Meeting
March 5, 1974
Acting under Warrant for Town Meeting, polls were opened at
7:00 a.m. and closed at 7:00 p.m. at Wilkins School. Ballot clerks
were Lillian and Hermon Anderson, Marion and Susan Sortevik,
Elizabeth Wight, Margaret Wells, Cynthia Kennedy and Catherine
Kruger. Assisting the voters were Roland Fraser, Allan Howard and
John Manning. Moderator Wight, Town Clerk Bernice Boothroyd,
School Clerk Louise Ainsworth and Barbara Landry had charge of
the voting. Selectmen Edward Masten, Frank Whaland were in at-
tendance throughout the day. Supervisors of the checklist were Au-
drey Spalding, Rosemary Biddle and Robert Wishart.
Results of the election were as follows:
Selectman — Francis N. Perry
Town Clerk — Bernice Boothroyd
Tax Collector — Barbara H. Landiy
Treasurer — Marion M. Sortevik
Road Agent — Richard G. Crocker
Trustee of Trust Funds — David Ramsay
Library Trustees — Margaret Gray, Lucy Ramsay
Board of Adjustment — Beverly F. Eger
Auditors — Orson Bragdon, Stephen Noble
Summary of Meeting:
Articles one thru five were voted by ballot during the day.
Article 1. Election of officers as stated above.
Article 2. Amendment A: To change area North of Merrimack
Rd. and East of New Rt. 101 from Rural to Residential.
YES— 464 NO— 576
Amendment B: To require a two acre lot size in Residential and
Rural areas and one and one-half acre lot size in Cluster Development.
YES— 864 NO— 194
Amendment C: Election of Board of Adjustment to conform
with existing State Statutes.
YES— 542 NO — 460
Amendment D: Town Zoning Ordinance to conform with en-
abling legislation.
YES— 528 NO— 439
Amendment E: To make "Sold" Signs on property illegal.
YES— 651 NO— 377
Article 3. Homeowners Exemption:
YES— 358 NO— 687
Article 4. Town Manager Form of Government:
YES— 204 NO— 834
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Article 5. Municipal Budget Law effective 1976 and if so Budget
Committee to be elected at 1975 Town Meeting.
YES— 434 NO— 562
Article 6. Voted to raise and appropriate the sum of $568,141.13
for town charges.
Article 7. Voted to give Selectmen and Town Treasurer the
authority to borrow money in anticipation of Taxes.
Article 8. Voted NOT to adopt the semi-annual form of tax
billing.
Article 9. Voted to raise and appropriate $5,200.00 to construct
an addition to the Town Highway Barn.
Article 10. Voted to accept Article 10 as amended. Deleting
the words "in the amounts indicated in Articles 11 and 14."
Article 11. Voted to raise and appropriate the sum of $15,000
to purchase a five ton Highway truck.
Article 12. Voted to authorize the Selectmen to apply for, con-
tract for and accept from Federal Disaster Assistance Agency such aid
as may be available for disaster relief.
Article 13. Voted to raise and appropriate $65,000 to defray
legal costs and purchase property as a site for Sanitary Landfill.
Article 14. Voted to raise and appropriate $4,000 to purchase a
Police Cruiser.
Article 15. Voted to raise and appropriate $65,000 to purchase
land and erect a Fire Station in south Amherst in 1974.
Article 16. Voted to raise and appropriate $37,000 to purchase
a Fire Truck to be delivered and paid for in fiscal 1975.
Article 17. Voted to accept a substitute motion made by the Se-
lectmen to repair the Town Hall roof and electrical circuits on second
floor.
Article 18. Voted to raise and appropriate tlie sum of $600 to
be expended by the Amherst Bicentennial Committee in 1974 and
1975 in amounts of $300 each of said years.
Article 19. Voted to raise and appropriate $10,000 for develop-
ment of a Master Plan.
Article 20. (By petition) Voted to raise and appropriate $40,000
on a substitute motion for purchase of land by the Conservation Com-
mission.
Article 21. (By petition) Voted to raise and appropriate $1500
on a substitute motion for Town Tennis Courts.
Articles 22, 23, 24 (By petition) Voted to pass over these articles.
Article 25. Voted to table this article.
Article 26. Voted to accept the following resolution by the Ways
and Means Committee:
Resolved, that the 1974 Town Meeting direct the Moderator to
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appoint a committee of five persons to study alternatives to the pres-
ent organization of the Selectmen's responsibilities including a five
man board, an administrative assistant, and a town manager, and to
prepare recommendations to be included on the warrant of the 1975
Town Meeting.
Also accepted as a resolution were Articles 22, 23 and 24 to be
taken as a census of the meeting.
Herbert Harding was given a hearty round of applause for his
work on the Conservation Commission.
Eric Hare was recognized for the years he served as School Board
Member, 1965-1974.
The meeting was adjourned at 11:15 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
BERNICE G. BOOTHROYD, Town Clerk
Synopsis of Special Tonm Meeting
September 6, 1974
WILKINS SCHOOL AUDITORIUM
The meeting was called to order at 8:23 p.m. by Moderator Wight.
Present were Selectmen Frank E. Whaland, Edward G. Masten, Fran-
cis M. Perry. Approximately 35 were in attendance. Voters were
checked in by the Supervisors of Checklist, Audrey Spalding, Robert
Wishart, and Rosemary Biddle.
The article presented was:
To see if the Town will vote to accept a conveyance of a tract of
land consisting of 2.03 acres or 88,280 square feet, said tract of
land being shown as Lot No. 127-3 on a plan of land entitled, "Sub-
division Plan of Land Stearns Road, Amherst, N. H. surveyed for
the Town of Amherst Scale 1" = 50' May 1974 W. Robert Nolte &
Associates Land Surveyors, Nashua, N. H." which land shall be utilized
for the construction of a fire station as authorized previously at the
Town Meeting of March, 1974 by the action taken at said meeting
pertaining to Article 15, said conveyance to be made by the present
owners of said land pursuant to the provisions of an agreement
entered into between said owners, the Town of Amherst, and the
Amherst School District.
Moved and seconded article be adopted as read.
After a short discussion a voice vote was taken. Motion carried.
Meeting adjourned at 8:27 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
BERNICE G. BOOTHROYD, Town Clerk
Sept. 9, 1974
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Synopsis of Special Tonm Meeting
November 5, 1974
WILKINS SCHOOL AUDITORIUM
The meeting was called to order at 8:10 p.m. by Moderator Wight.
Mr. Wight read a passage from the Bible followed by the Pledge of
Allegiance to the Flag. Present were Selectmen Francis Whaland,
Edward Masten and Francis Perry, and Town Counsel William Dres-
cher. Approx. 100 persons were in attendance.
Article 1. Balloting was taken during the day, 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.
YES — 1485 NO— 413
Shall the Town of Amherst accept the provisions of Section 1-10
incl. of Chapter 53B of the Revised Statutes Annotated providing for
the establishment of a Regional Refuse Disposal District together
with the Towns of Mollis, Brookline and Mont Vernon and the con-
struction and maintenance of a Regional Refuse Disposal Facility by
said district in accordance with the provisions of the proposed agree-
ment filed with the Selectmen.
Article 2. To see if in the event that the article providing for
the estabhshment of a Regional Refuse Disposal District should fail
to pass for any reason, the Town will alternatively vote to raise and
appropriate the sum of $105,000 for the purchase of a bulldozer,
building of a garage to house equipment and to obtain such other
materials and/or labor as may be necessary to commence the opera-
tion of the recently acquired Sanitary Land Fill Site, or take action
relative thereto.
No action taken. (Not permitted by the Superior Court.)
Article 3. To purchase and equip an ambulance for the use of
the Rescue Squad for the sum of $25,000.
No action taken. (Not permitted by the Superior Court.)
Article 4. Voted to become a certified Bicentennial Community.
Article 5. Voted to authorize the Selectmen to act as a fran-
chising authority, with respect to the franchise and regulation of
Cable Television Systems.
Article 6. Voted to approve the action of the Board of Select-
men to provide indemnification for Town Officers and Town Police
for personal loss or expense including reasonable legal fees and costs
if any, arising out of any claim, demand, suit or judgment by reason
of negligence or other act resulting in accidental injury to a person
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or accidental damage to property providing the indemnified person
was at tlie time of the accident within the scope of his employment
or office.
Article 7. Voted to discontinue the mailing of Town Reports.
Article 8. Voted to designate the Nashua Regional Planning
Commission as the agency responsible for co-ordinating region-wide
planning for water quality (well water supplies and surface waters),
and to participate in the co-ordinated planning and its implementa-
tion. This water quality management planning as required by Section
208 of the Water Pollution Control Act of 1972 is a first step towards
ensuring the quality of regional water resources both in the town and
in the region.
Meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
BERNICE G. BOOTHROYD, Town Clerk
Nov. 7, 1974
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Marriages Registered in the Town of Amherst














































































David H. Herlihy, Jr.
Rebecca B. Hankey
Edward George Shattuck, Jr.
Frances Coleman Williams
Name of Officiant
Rev. William B. Wylie
Rev. Anthony Michalik
Rev. Daniel W. Ferry
Rev. Arnold D. Johnson
Rev. Eugene H. Bronson
Edna M. Bianchi
Justice of the Peace
Rev. Bede Urekew O. S.
Rev. Arnold D. Johnson
Rev. K. A. Batchelder
Jeanne L. Marquis
Justice of the Peace
Rev. Roger Champigney
Rev. John Snook, Jr.
Rev. John Ward
Rev. Craig H. Richards
Wniiam J. Groff
Justice of the Peace




Justice of the Peace
Rev. Craig H. Richards
Lewis A. Cronin
Justice of the Peace
Rev. Craig H. Richards
Rev. Donald K. Cobum
Rev. Arnold D. Johnson
George A. Dubois, Sr.
Justice of the Peace
Rev. Daniel W. Ferry
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Sept. 4 ( Wed.
)
Dec. 20 ( Fri. ) 72 days
(Oct. 11, 14; Nov. 11, 15, 28, 29 - No School)
Jan. 2 (Thurs.) Feb. 14 (Fri.) 32 days
Feb. 24 (Mon.) April 25 (Fri.) 44 days
(March 28 - No School)
May 5 ( Mon.
)
June 18 ( Wed. ) 32 days





Sept. 3 (Wed.) Dec. 19 (Fri.) 72 days
(Oct. 13, 17; Nov. 11, 14, 27, 28 - No School)
Jan. 5 (Mon.) Feb. 20 (Fri.) 35 days
March 1 (Mon.) April 23 ( Fri. ) 39 days
(March 26 - No School)
May 3 (Mon.) June 18 (Fri.) 34 days
(May 31 - No School)
180 days'
*This calendar is subject to changes authorized by your
School Board, the State Department of Education or when
school is closed because of dangerous traveling conditions
or emergencies. The minimum legal requirement is 180 days
actually in session.
The State of New Hampshire
WARRANT FOR ANNUAL SCHOOL MEETING
To the Inhabitants of the School district in the town of
Amherst quahfied to vote in district aflFairs:
You are hereby notified to meet at the Wilkins School in
said district on the seventh day of March 1975, at eight
o'clock in the afternoon, to act upon the following subjects
:
1. To determine and appoint the salaries of the School
Board and Truant Ofiicer, and fix the compensation of any
other ofiBcer or agent of the district.
2. To hear the reports of agents, auditors, committees of
officers chosen, and pass any vote relating thereto.
3. To choose agents, auditors and committees in relation
to any subject embraced in this warrant.
4. To see if the district will authorize the School Board
to make application for and receive in the name of the dis-
trict such advances, grants and aids, or other funds for ed-
ucational purposes as may now or hereafter be forthcoming
from the United States Government or any other state or
private agency.
5. To see if the district will vote to authorize the school
board to continue studying the feasibility of the N. H. Ed-
ucational Voucher Plan as it would apply to Amherst, and
make a recommendation to be voted on at the annual school
district meeting in 1976.
6. To see if the district will resolve:
"That the Amherst School District desires to amend the
Amherst/Milford AREA contract to withdraw the ninth
grade, if legally feasible, and incorporate the same into the
Amherst School District."
7. To see if the district will resolve:
"That the Amherst School District desires to amend the
Amherst/ Milford AREA contract to form a Cooperative
High School District as defined in RSA 195."
8. To see if the district will resolve;
"That if the Amherst/Milford districts fail to reach mutual
acceptance of the formation of a Cooperative High School
District, the school board will initiate steps to efiFect ultimate
withdrawal of all grades, if legally feasible, and incorporate
the same into the Amherst School District.
9. To see what sum of money the district will vote to
raise and appropriate for the support of schools, for the pay-
ment of salaries for school district ofiBcials and agents, and
for payment of the statutory obligations of the district.
10. To transact any other business which may legally
come before said meeting.
Given under our hands at said Amherst, this 10th day of
February 1975.
PAUL F. DUDLEY, JR.
HERBERT C. STEARNS
ELIZABETH D. PUDDINGTON, School Board
A ti-ue copy of Warrant — Attest:
PAUL F. DUDLEY, JR.
HERBERT C. STEARNS
ELIZABETH D. PUDDINGTON, School Board
WARRANT FOR ANNUAL SCHOOL MEETING
The State ot New Hampshire
Polls to open at 7:00 A.M. - Close at 7:00 P.M.
To the Inhabitants of the School district in the town of
Amherst, quahfied to vote in district aflFairs:
You are hereby notified to meet at the Wilkins School in
said district on the fourth day of March 1975, at seven
o'clock in the forenoon, to act upon the following subjects:
L To choose a Moderator for the coming year.
2. To choose a Clerk for the ensuing year.
3. To choose a Member of the School Board for the
ensuing three years.
4. To choose a Treasurer for the ensuing year.
Given under our hands at said Amherst, this 20th day of
January 1975.
PAUL F. DUDLEY. JR.
HERBERT C. STEARNS
ELIZABETH D. PUDDINGTON, School Board
A true copy of Warrant — Attest:
PAUL F. DUDLEY. JR.
HERBERT C. STEARNS
ELIZABETH D. PUDDINGTON, School Board
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REPORT OF THE AMHERST SCHOOL BOARD
Nineteen Hundred and Seventy Four has been a particu-
larly active year in terms of milestones met, new programs
considered, restructuring of the system, new legal require-
ments concerning teacher recertification, and district re-
sponsibility to the handicapped.
The Amherst Middle School was officially opened for
school on September 4th and was dedicated on October
27, 1974. The completion of the Middle School as scheduled
is the result of a community eflFort supporting both the basic
concept of a Middle School and the bond issues required to
fund the project. A total of $3,022,255 was appropriated to
design, build and equip the school. We are now in operation
in an equipped school and have a balance on hand of $3,045.
In December 1974, the School District turned back to the
town $145,000 from interest on bonds, to be used for re-
duction of taxes. In June of 1975, we expect to turn back
an additional $50,000 for the same purpose. Within two
months of its opening, the Amherst Middle School had been
approved by the State Department of Education as an ap-
proved comprehensive middle school meeting all minimum
standards.
Through the cooperation of the voters, study and build-
ing committees, administration and teachers, our three pri-
mary middle school goals have been met ... on time com-
pletion, completion within budget and a level of education
which meets all State minimum requirements.
The restructuring of the school system to include the
seventh and eighth grades is in process and the implemen-
tation is going smoothly. In 1974, the seventh grade was in-
cluded in the Middle School. In September 1975, the eighth
grade will be added, thus completing the two step program.
Due to the Middle School requirements for grades 7 and 8,
we have been able to upgrade and broaden the opportunities
to grades 5 and 6, particularly in art, industrial arts, home
economics, science and a potentially larger hbrary.
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The Amherst schools have been and should continue to
be centers for community activities. Several groups such as
Scouts, churches and the Recreation Commission are using
the Wilkins and Middle School facilities for regular activ-
ities. In keeping with this same concept, w^e have initiated
a self supporting adult education program. Although the re-
sponse was less than we had hoped, we do have two wood-
working, one tennis, and one yoga course in operation this
year, with an expanded program planned for the fall of 1975,
At a special School District Meeting held on April 26,
1974, it was voted to participate in a study of the New
Hampshire Voucher System. Because of a four month delay
by the Congress in approving funds, this study has not start-
ed. The study phase has now been funded and is scheduled
to commence during the coming year, with implementation,
if approved by the towns, to start in September of 1976.
There are still many unresolved questions on this program,
including long term funding, the Amherst/Milford AREA
contract, and whether toMni funds can be spent outside of
the district for other than handicapped education. A war-
rant article will be on the 1975 agenda, to see if the town
wishes to participate in the study program.
Under current legislature a school district is responsible
for the education of handicapped individuals from birth to
21 years of age. We have therefore joined with the Milford
and Wilton areas (Unions 41, 40 and 63) to develop a spe-
cial education consortium which will serve aU areas and
develop programs to serve the needs of these students, with-
out duplicating facilities and programs in each of the towns.
In addition, this year we included a resource room in the
Middle School for special education requirements. Several
students who heretofore have gone to special schools and
have been supported for tuition and transportation up to the
state average are now attending regular school. Since this
program was approved by the school board after the March
1974 meeting, the board will request your approval of the
14
program at this year's meeting. The board supports this
program as in the best interests of both the students and the
district; however, it was instituted for one year on the basis
that any new program should be approved by the voters.
Teachers must be recertified by the State every three
years, under new staff development guidelines based on local
needs. We are working with Union 40 and 41 towns to de-
velop the recertification requirements which will be tailored
to meet the needs of our local system. This program must
be presented to the State Department of Education for ap-
proval by July of 1975.
The Amherst/Milford AREA contract is being reviewed
with respect to a long term solution for the high school
grades. The special long term study committee, made up of
Amherst and Milford residents, have concluded that the two
towns should split and that Amherst should provide for its
own high school when it is financially feasible to do so.
The Amherst board, and we believe the community, is in
favor of a cooperative approach and we will continue to ex-
plore that solution; however, the consensus of opinion we
have received from Milford is that they will not promote or
consider a co-op system. Therefore, because we do not be-
Heve Milford will continue to build new facilities, nor favor
a co-op, the Amherst School Board has passed a resolution
favoring withdrawal.
If the final solution for the high school grades is with-
drawal, then Amherst must consider building a high school
to be available in the area of 1980-83. Since the Milford
AREA High School is now over-crowded, a short term sol-
ution must be found to span the next five to seven years.
Several possible solutions are as follows:
A. Milford may construct an industrial arts wing
which will free up ten regular classrooms. If such a build-
ing is constructed, Amherst would participate through
rental towards the cost of such an addition. Financing of
15
this type of addition would be on a short term five year
bond. The Amherst board supports this solution as the
best educationally and financially to Amherst.
B. Withdrawal of Amherst ninth grade from Milford.
The school board is opposed to this approach in that it
would severely restrict the growth potential of all Amherst
schools.
C. Year-round school or double sessions are two other
possible solutions; however, the cost of both these systems
are generally higher than building due to the increased
staff requirements and almost double transportation costs.
Of the two, year-round school is more desirable both edu-
cationally and financially.
At a combined Town/School meeting held on September
6th, it was voted to enter into a land exchange which has
given the town land for a south side fire station and the
school district access to the Middle School property from the
Boston Post Road. Our part of the bargain was to give a
right of way between the Middle School property and con-
servation land along the Souhegan River to provide access
to the owners' land-locked property.
We are instituting with the Selectmen's Office a combined
Town/School census which will be on a computer and will
provide up-to-date information at all times to both parties.
As of this writing the 1975-76 operating budget is being
reviewed by the Ways and Means Committee and the School
Board. The budget is based on 1,914 students vs. 1,806 stu-
dents this current year. The increase is due to a small
growth factor, the fact that the current 12th grade of 112
will be replaced by an incoming 9th grade of 182; and a new
first grade of about 190. The school philosophy in Amherst
grades 1-8 is based on a goal of 25 students per classroom
teacher and to meet State minimum standards whenever
possible. We have included some maintenance work for the
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Clark School required for sanitation and maintenance of the
property. These include plumbing, electrical and painting
the wooden structure which was last done in 1970.
There are several problems which both the town and the
school board will be facing this coming year and into the
future. The primary one is arriving at a satisfactory solution
for the high school grades. The solution must be education-
ally and financially satisfactory as well as enabling repre-
sentation in decision involving fully 1/3 of our school pop-
ulation and school budget. Additional legal requirements
are being passed on both the federal and state level, requir-
ing increased local expenditures. For example, new civil
rights laws demand equal opportunity regardless of sex in-
volved, not only normal classroom activities but also apply
to athletics and other extra-curricular activities. As pre-
viously mentioned in this report, the responsibility to pro-
vide educational opportunity to the handicapped has been
extended from birth to 21 years.
We would like to take this opportunity to both thank and
commend the administration and teaching staflF for their
efforts in maintaining and upgrading the educational pro-
gram in Amherst. Through their efforts the opening of the
Middle School and the restructuring of the Wilkins and
Clark Schools have been accomplished in an orderly manner.
Our greatest appreciation goes to the citizens of Amherst
for their support, their understanding and their voluntary
cooperation on the part of many to serve on special Building
and Study Committees. We seek your recommendations and
guidance and urge you to become as involved as possible
with the school system, the problems to be solved and the
challenges to be met.
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REPORT OF THE TREASURER
(For the Fiscal Year July 1, 1973 to June 30, 1974)
LOUISE AINSWORTH, Treasurer
In account with the School Distiict of Amherst.
Cash on Hand, July 1, 1973 $ 64,666 74
Board of Selectmen:
Current Appropriation 1,759,694 22
State Sources 87,748 11
Federal Sources 13,176 00
Tuition 1,047 47
Trust Funds 1,048 74
Other Sources 3,059 65
Total (Balance and Receipts) $1,930,440 93
Less School Board Orders Paid 1,791,742 78
Balance on Hand, June 30, 1974 $ 138,698 15
Building Account
Cash on Hand, July 1, 1973 $ 18,655 90
Received from Sale of Notes & Bonds
(Principal only) 950,000 00
Received from all Other Sources 1,973,707 30
Total (Balance and Receipts) $2,942,363 20
Less School Board Orders Paid 1,965,972 72
Balance on Hand, June 30, 1974
(Treasurer's Bank Balance) 18,045 73
Balance on Hand, June 30, 1974
(Investments) 958,344 75
Total Balance $ 976,390 48
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Emotionally Disturbed Account
Cash on Hand, July 1, 1973 $ 1,821 53
Less School Board Orders Paid 722 00
Balance on Hand, June 30, 1974 $ 1,099 53
AUDITORS' CERTIFICATE
This is to certify that we have examined the books, vouch-
ers, bank statements and other financial records of the
treasurer of the school district of Amherst, of w^hich the
above is a true summary for the fiscal year ending June 30,




July 24, 1974 and December 3, 1974
NOTIFICATION OF ASSESSMENT
1974-75 School Year
Total Appropriations $2,329,976 00
REVENUES AND CREDITS
Unencumbered Balance $ 70,152 77
Sweepstakes 21,657 95
School Building Aid 80,149 49
Other Revenue from State Sources 600 00
School Lunch & Special Milk Program 11,000 00
Trust Fund Income 900 00
Other Revenue from Local Sources 2,500 00
Investment Revenue 150,000 00
Total Revenues and Credits $ 336,960 21
District Assessment 1974 1,993,015 79




The American people, since colonial times, have had an
abiding faith in the power of education. While the process
of educating the young was then at an informal level and
primarily accomplished by the family, one could say that it
was universal in the sense that virtually all were trained to
make some contribution to the welfare of the family. To
be sure, there were instances in which an individual was
unable to engage in some effort, but in the main a contri-
bution was made, whether it was large or small.
With the advent of the industrial revolution life suddenly
became very complex. Not only did society begin to realize
that the family unit could no longer provide an essential
education, but as a result of the introduction of more
efficient machinery and legislation designed to eliminate
child labor, more and more children found their wav to
school. In spite of the fact that nearly everyone subscribed
to the democratic principle of an education for all, its appli-
cation fell short of the goal of universality. Not only did
some leave school at an early age, but the scope of education
was narrow in relation to the needs to be served. Those with
handicaps more often than not were completely deprived
of an education and even those who were able to attend
school under normal conditions frequently did not partici-
pate on an equality of opportunity basis.
As the years passed and an increasing amount of social
legislation was enacted, the demands on pubhc education
grew in proportion. Initially fimded at the federal level,
there were some voluntary programs that eventually had to
be underwritten at the local level or dropped. Other pro-
grams were mandated by both the federal and state govern-
ments and either were inadequately funded or imposed on
the local district to implement. That the programs were
desirable and of merit was not disputed; expressed public
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concerns related to the ability of school districts to accom-
plish the tasks mandated. Some large districts already had
undertaken steps to provide a measure of opportunity and
meeting additional requirements did not involve much more
per pupil effort because of the numbers involved. Con-
versely, smaller districts, without the same resources as their
large counterparts, suddenly found themselves in the posi-
tion of having to meet new demands without additional
funds.
Today, not only are districts being asked to provide facil-
ities and sei-vices for school-age children, but legislation
pertaining to the welfare of children is becoming broader
and, in some cases, includes provisions for pre-school chil-
dren. Two recent pieces of legislation, one enacted by the
state and the other by the federal government, serve to
illustrate this movement. It is emphasized that the merits
of such legislation is not an issue in this report.
In 1965, the New Hampshire General Court took action
which required every handicapped child between the ages
of five and twenty-one and capable of being benefited by
instruction, to attend an approved school program to which
he may be assigned by the local school board. If necessary,
such education was to be made available until the individual
reached the age of twenty-one years. Small districts, for the
most part unable to support proper programs, usually ar-
ranged to have the child attend a school, often outside of the
district, which provided a specialized ed^ucation. The
tuition liability of the district was equivalent to the state
average tuition for the previous year.
The 1973 session of the state legislature modified the
original statutes that dealt with the handicapped in a num-
ber of ways, the most notable of which made all pre-school
children eligible, regardless of age, at the same time re-
quiring the state board of education to assume responsibility
for tuition which exceeded the state average per pupil cost.
With a statute that made it mandatory to provide some
type of program for all handicapped children up to the age
of twenty-one years, it seemed that finally parents and
school districts would obtain rehef.
Such was not the case, however, for in the same breath
that the General Court enacted legislation requiring a broad-
ening of opportunities, it failed to provide the funds for im-
plementation. This raised a host of questions as to who was
going to assume financial responsibility for costs above the
state average. By law the local district could pay no more
than the state average cost, but the state department of
education had no money to assume responsibility for any
payments in excess. In 1974, the statutes were amended to
give the local school board authority to pay more than the
state average tuition cost, at the same time allowing the
state department of education to assume some of the tuition
cost on a pro-rated basis if any funds were left over after
meeting other obligations.
The net effect of this legislation is that the local districts
must assume responsibility for providing an equality of ed-
ucational opportunity for all children from birth to twenty-
one years of age. Given the option of establishing programs
within the schools or tuitioning to other schools, school
boards are faced with increasing instructional costs; not
only has the population to be served increased, but the cost
of providing specialized curricula often is considerably high-
er than that of the traditional program.
Somewhat different in thrust is Title IX of the Education
Amendments of 1972, which represents civil rights legis-
lation recently enacted bv Congress. While it deals with
sex discrimination, of particular interest is the section which
concerns the treatment of students. Many schools have in
fact already met the intent of the law in some measure. One
example is the requirement that no courses can be offered
exclusively for girls or boys; some schools now have open en-
rollments and actively encourage participation of both sexes
in what traditionally has been a segregated offering. While
there could be additional costs related to this arrangement,
the larger effect will be found in the area of athletics. It will
23
now devolve upon the schools to provide athletic opportun-
ities in such sports and through such teams as will most
effectively equalize opportunities for members of both
sexes. Unless the program is eliminated, the eflFect of this
legislation will be to increase the amount of money appro-
priated locally for athletics.
Traditionally, the state has been responsible for education.
In most states much of the responsibility for actual organ-
ization and administration of schools has been delegated to
the local districts. New Hampshire residents have taken
pride in their local schools over the years and have had the
satisfaction of being able to determine the policies which
governed their operation. More recently an increasing
amount of legislation at both the state and federal levels
has had the effect of reducing the extent of control which
the community has been able to exercise over its education-
al program. If one examines educational legislation over the
years, there can be no question but that much has been en-
acted as a result of what some group perceived as a need.
Of concern, as expressed by not a few, is that the capacity
of local districts is such that it is becoming increasingly
difficult to adequately support all programs that are desir-
able as well as legislated.
Looking into the future, more steps will be taken by state
and federal governments that will affect education indirectly
or directly. If past experience offers any clue to what the
impact will be on the local district, undoubtedly it will be
yet another chapter in the book of who will pay for what
and under what circumstances, with few options available
to the community.
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Amherst Elementary Schools Principal's Report
This year, as in past years, changes have taken place.
With the opening of the Middle School, the Wilkins/Clark
complex contains grades one through four. Tlie curriculum
remains basically the same and includes the special areas
of art, music, physical education, library and learning dis-
abihties.
The organization of the building has been changed with
teachers being placed in teaching units of four and five
teachers. This facilitates the teaching staflF in investigating
and planning for expanding their role in team teaching sit-
uations. The program is called Individually Guided Edu-
cation (I.G.E.) and receives NDEA Title III funds through
Project Share for teaching materials and improving methods
of instruction. Creating and designing learning programs
is the heart of I.G.E. These programs include the goals, ob-
jectives, assessments, and activities related to what will be
learned as well as the space, time, personnel and mode des-
irable to facilitate learning.
The Center for Educational Policy and Management from
the Educational Department at the University of Oregon is
collecting data on teachers involved in various stages of
team teaching. The program Project MITT (Management
Implications of Team Teaching) will collect this data from
teachers about their reactions and feelings twice per year
for a period of three years. The Wilkins-Clark Schools were
invited to participate. The Wilkins-Clark Schools were also
selected by the National Assessment of Educational Progress
to participate in the assessment of reading objectives and
art objectives on the national level.
Our complete staflF is also involved in studying and up-
dating our mathematics curriculum. This past summer we
had another successful reading program for those students
who had additional needs.
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This year we also had some changes in our staflF. Our new
staflF members are:
Eleanor Lovell in an additional Readiness Room
Pamela Cannon Grade One
Roberta Tendler Grade Two
Lee Gay Grade Three
Sandra Leyh Physical Education




Sally McGeoch Nurse (part time to full time)
These new staff members compliment our already excellent
staif.
This year our first grade, with approval of the State De-
partment of Education instituted a staggered start for our
entering children. The children's first experience with the
school proved to be most successful with this program.
I would like to express my appreciation and gratitude to
the Amherst Parent Volunteer Program, Ann Logan, Di-
rector; Amherst P.T.A., Ann Hoag, President; Lions Club;
Women's Association of the Congregational Church; Am-
herst Jr. Women's Club for their concern, time, help and
money. Without them our task would have been much more
difficult.
It is a pleasure to work in Amherst, and I appreciate the
fine community support for the schools. It is also a pleasure
to be associated with a fine School Board — Elizabeth Pud-
dington, Herbert Stearns, and Paul Dudley.
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Amherst Middle School Principal's Report
The first report on the Amherst Middle School is, for me,
a great pleasure.
The academic history for our new facility began on Sep-
tember 4, with the fifth grade students being the first class
to enter. September 5, grade six began and September 6, our
seventh grade came to school. The staggered start, made
possible by the State Department of Education, enabled
each class to receive a full orientation program, to insure
a smooth transition from the Wilkins School.
With the opening of a new school and the addition of a
new grade within the confines of the Amherst school system,





















Social Studies — Grade 7
Art — Grades 5, 6 & 7
French and Spanish — Grade 7
Grade 6
Grade 6
Science — Grade 7
Grade 6
Physical Education —
Grades 5, 6 & 7
Physical Education —
Grades 5, 6 & 7
Librarian — Grades 5, 6 & 7
Home Economics — Grades 5, 6 & 7
Science — Grade 7
Math - Grade 7
Social Studies — Grade 7
English — Grade 7
Reading — Grades 5, 6 & 7
Learning Disabilities --
Grades 5, 6 & 7
Industrial Arts — Grades 5, 6 & 7
Guidance — Grades 5, 6 & 7
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The dedication program and open house, during American
Education Week, enabled parents and interested citizens
to tour the school. It is estimated that approximately 3,000
people took the opportunity to visit the school.
The most important phase of opening the new school and
developing new programs and curriculum was attained in
October, when the Amherst Middle School received full
comprehensive approval from the New Hampshire State
Department of Education for Middle Schools — Junior High
Schools.
New courses in the special subjects for Amherst students
are Industrial Arts and Home Economics. Our students
have responded very well to these subjects. Most afternoons
find these areas full, with either boys or girls working on
projects.
Spanish and Developmental Reading were added to our
curriculum for grade seven, with 29 students in Spanish and
62 in Reading. The remaining niunber of seventh graders
elected French.
Curriculum in academic areas is coordinated by teams of
teachers, working closely together. In grade 5 there are
three teams of two teachers; grade 6 there are two teams,
one with four teachers, another with three teachers; and
grade 7 has two, four teacher teams.
The seventh grade teams have worked very hard to co-
ordinate all academic subjects and in certain cases have dev-
eloped interdisciplinary units that integrate math, social
studies, language and science, showing the interdependence
of each area to the other.
The student grading system has returned to a more tra-
ditional A, B, C system, that is modified by comments. The
change was necessary, after a parental survey late in the
1973-74 school year. We are most pleased with the reception
of this system by all concerned parties.
Boys and girls of the Middle School have accepted their
new school with respect and appreciation. Their behavior
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has been responsible and senseless acts of vandalism are
almost nonexistent.
I wish to congiatulate the teachers, teacher aides, cus-
todians and the kitchen for their morale and eflFort. They
have created an atmosphere of harmony that can't but help
all children.
I also wish to thank all groups and organizations that have
assisted or donated to the new school. We must extend a
special thank you to the P.T.A. and co-presidents, Mr. and
Mrs. Joseph Hoag for their continued support.
ROLAND L. SCHOEPF, Superintendent of Schools
RICHARD
J.
EBERT, Principal, Amherst Elementary
Schools
PAUL D. COLLINS, Principal, Amherst Middle School
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FINANCIAL REPORT OF THE
AMHERST SCHOOL BOARD
For the Fiscal Year July 1, 1973 to June 30, 1974
TOTAL RECEIPTS $4,904,104 66
TOTAL PAYMENTS 3,754,970 07
General Fund $ 138,698 15
Capital Outlay Fund $1,010,436 44
RECEIPTS IN DETAIL
Current Appropriations $1,759,694 22
Revenue from Local Sources
Tuition $ 1,047 47




Revenue from State Sources
School Building Aid $51,932 81
Sweepstakes 23,463 08
75,395 89
Revenue from Federal Sources
School Lunch & Special Milk $11,130 74
Public Law 874 13,176 00
24,306 74
Bonds and Notes
Principal of Bonds $950,000 00
Premiums and Interest 59,752 63
1,009,752 63
2,920,782 02
Cash on Hand, July 1, 1973
General Fund 64,666 74




July 1, 1973 - June 30, 1974
100 Series Administration











400 Series Health Services
410 Salaries
490 Other
500 Series Pupil Transportation
600 Series Operation of Plant
610 Salaries
630 Supplies, except Utilities
635 Contracted Services
640 Heat for Buildings
645 Utilities, except Heat
700 Series Maintenance of Plant
725 Replacement of Equipment
726 Repairs to Equipment
735 Contracted Services




800 Series Fixed Charges
BALANCE SHEET -June 30, 1974
ASSETS
Cash on Hand, June 30, 1974
General Fund $ 138,698 15
Building Fund 1,010,436 44
Emotionally Disturbed Fund 1,099 53
Total Assets $1,150,234 12
Net Debt (Excess of Liabilities over Assets) 00
$1,150,234 12
LIABILITIES
Amounts Received for Special Purposes
Building Fund $1,010,436 44
Emotionally Disturbed Fund 1,099 53
Accounts Owed by District
Accounts Payable 68,545 38
Total Liabilities $1,080,081 35
Surplus (Excess of Assets over Liabilities) 70,152 77
Grand Total $1,150,234 12
CERTIFICATE
This is to certify that the information contained in this
report was taken from official records and is complete and
correct to the best of our knowledge and belief. The ac-
counts are kept in accordance with Section 24 of Chapter 71
of the Revised Statutes Annotated, and upon forms pre-
scribed bv the State Tax Conunission.








Bonds issued in $5,000 denominations except $2,000 due
September 15, 1966 issued in $1,000 denominations.






Bonds issued on August 1, 1968 in $5,000 denominations.




Date Interest Principal Maturing
2-1-69 $3,570.00 $170,000
8-1-69 3,570.00 170,000 $15,000
2-1-70 3,255.00 155,000
8-1-70 3,255.00 155,000 15,000
2-1-71 2,940.00 140,000
8-1-71 2,940.00 140,000 15,000
2-1-72 2,625.00 125,000
8-1-72 2,625.00 125,000 15,000
2-1-73 2,310.00 110,000
8-1-73 2,310.00 110,000 10,000
2-1-74 2,100.00 100,000
8-1-74 2,100.00 100,000 10,000
2-1-75 1,890.00 90,000
8-1-75 1,890.00 90,000 10,000
2-1-76 1,680.00 80,000
8-1-76 1,680.00 80,000 10,000
2-1-77 1,470.00 70,000
8-1-77 1,470.00 70,000 10,000
2-1-78 1,260.00 60,000
8-1-78 1,260.00 60,000 10,000
2-1-79 1,050.00 50,000
8-1-79 1,050.00 50,000 10,000
2-1-80 840.00 40,000
8-1-80 840.00 40,000 10,000
2-1-81 630.00 30,000
8-1-81 630.00 30,000 10,000
2-1-82 420.00 20,000
8-1-82 420.00 20,000 10,000
2-1-83 210.00 10,000




Bonds issued in $5,000 denominations.






Bonds issued in $5,000 denominations






Bonds issued on March 15, 1974 in $5,000 denominations.








AMHERST SCHOOL LUNCH PROGRAM
Financial Statement
July 1, 1973 - June 30, 1974
Beginning Balance, July 1, 1973 $ 4,542 58
Receipts
Lunch Sales - Children $31,338 72
Lunch Sales - Adults 2,554 60
Reimbursements 11,130 74
Miscellaneous Cash 21 43
Total Receipts 45,045 49





All Other Expenditures 4,499 24
Total Expenditures $44,134 11









Food Inventory — June 30
Supplies Inventoiy — June 30
SUPERVISORY UNION NO. 40












































































































GENERAL STATISTICS FOR SCHOOL YEAR
1973-74
Number of pupils registered during year: 1,000
Boys 536 Girls 464
Enrollment by Grades:
1-192; 11-147; 111-166; IV - 145; V-164; VI -186
Average Membership in Grades 1-6 967.9
Percent of Attendance in Grades 1-6 93.8




Amherst Tuition Pupils Attending Milford AREA Schools
1973-74:
Grade 7 186 Grade 10 138
Grade 8 151 Grade 11 128
Grade 9 150 Grade 12 105
Trainable Class — Elementary 2
Special Class — Elementary 2









REPORT OF HEALTH SUPERVISION
1973-74
Jan J. Tigchelaar, M.D., Examiner
Hope Caulfield, R.N., Nurse












AMHERST SCHOOL STUDY COMMITTEE
Report on Busing
The Amherst School Study Committee is pleased to pre-
sent this report of the findings on the charge given them
by the School Board on the busing situation in Amherst.
Scope
The committee has studied the present system of bus
transportation in Amherst and examined the problems that
will exist when the new middle school opens in September
of 1974. The aspects that were considered were the follow-
ing:
1. Cost of transportation to the town.
2. Scheduling between the three school systems involved.
3. Length of time and distance of individual bus routes.
4. Age factors of students on individual bus routes.
During this process we met with Donald Young, Chief
Tinker, Paul Collins and Herbert Steams in order to look
at transportation problems from the viewpoint of all in-
terested parties.
Parameters
The following were considered fixed restraints on the bus
transportation problem:
1. Bus Contract. The bus contract (contract price per
bus used regardless of time or mileage) limits the methods
of financial saving to schemes which reduce the number of
buses.
2. School Systems Involved. There are separate school
systems involved, each with different session lengths and
consequently different pick-up and delivery times.
3. Milford School System. Their starting times, session
lengths and closing times are fixed and not responsive to the
needs of Amherst.
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The following points should be considered in any busing
system:
1. Minimum length of ride.
2. No groups of students should be "stored" (allowed to
accumulate unattended).
3. Some members of the committee felt that certain age
groups should be separated.
4. The present population density dictates that one bus
route picking up half of the students (by grade) takes 45
minutes and 25 miles to fill up. This was used as a rule of
thumb to compare routing schemes.
Conclusions
There appear to be two basic systems to organize bus
routes worthy of consideration at this time.
1. The whole town is covered entirely for each destina-
tion. One destination being Milford Area School and the
second the Amherst Elementary and Middle School. This
is an extension of the system presently being used, modified
by splitting the Amherst destination (the Wilkins-Clark
drop-ofl^ and the Middle School), which causes a 20 minute
transit time between schools.
2. All students of all grades on each route are picked
up, brought to a transfer point, regrouped by grades and
brought to the proper school. This would require two runs
by each bus to maintain the same number of buses as in
system number one. However, each bus nm takes half as
long. This system also requires staggered starting and clos-
ing times of each school to avoid storage of students at each
school before and after school.
Recommendation
It was felt that the staggered starting and closing times
of system number two could not be implemented in Milford.
Therefore we recommend some version of system number
one (probably already in Donald Young's planning) should
be tried next year on a trial basis. We feel that two months
51
into the school year any problems arising will be evident
and can be assessed at that time. We therefore recommend
the problem be reviewed then to see if problems are of
sufficient magnitude to consider more seriously the feas-
ibility of svstem number two. A questionnaire might be a








SYNOPSIS OF AMHERST SCHOOL MEETING
March 1, 1974
The annual meeting of the School District of Amherst at the
Wilkins School was called to order at 8:05 p.m. by Moderator Creeley
Buchanan. Rev. Arnold Johnson offered a prayer, and Mrs. Dorothy
Davis led the Pledge of Allegiance. There were 139 voters present.
Moderator Buchanan read the call, and, with the consent of
those present, dispensed with the reading of the entire warrant,
reading each article as it was considered.
Article 1. To determine and appoint the salaries of the School
Board and Truant Officer, and fix the compensation of any other
officer or agent of the district. Mr. Herbert Stearns moved tliat the
article be passed over and acted upon under Article 9. Seconded and
passed.
Article 2. To hear the reports of agents, auditors, committees,
or officers chosen, and pass any vote relating thereto. Mr. Stearns
moved that we accept all reports as printed in the School Report.
Seconded and passed.
Article 3. To choose agents, auditors, and conamittees in relation
to any subject embraced in this warrant. Mr. Steams moved that the
town auditors serve as school auditors. Seconded and passed.
Article 4. To see if the district will authorize the School Board
to make application for and receive in the name of the district such
advances, grants and aids, or other funds for educational purposes
as may now or hereafter be forthcoming from the United States
Government or any other state or private agency. Mr. Stearns
moved adoption of the article. Seconded and passed.
Article 5. To see if the district will authorize expenditure of
$19,800 received from the temporary investment of bond proceeds
for the purpose of completing playing fields at the Middle School.
Mr. Dudley moved adoption of the article. Seconded and passed.
Article 6. To see if the district will vote to authorize the Ways
and Means Committee to review the school district budget and make
recommendations with respect thereto at the annual district meeting.
Mr. Dudley moved adoption of the article. Seconded. Mrs. Sue
Puddington moved the article be amended, adding "and any special
school district meeting" at the end of the article. Seconded. Amend-
ment passed. Mr. G. W. Brown moved that the article be amended
to read, "The School District Moderator shall name three members
of the Ways and Means Committee, the Town Moderator shall name
three, and they jointly will name the seventh and chairman." Sec-
onded. Town Moderator Wight reviewed how the Ways and Means
Committee had operated since 1931, and Mr. Dudley noted that this
article was to authorize its review of the school budget, since it had
S3
never been voted at a school district meeting. Mr. Brown's amend-
ment was defeated. The amended article was passed.
Article 7. To see if the district will vote pursuant to RSA
31:105 to provide indemnification for school administrators, school
board members, district officers or agents, from personal loss or ex-
pense including reasonable legal fees and costs, if any, arising out
of any claim, demand, suit or judgment by reason of negligence or
other act resulting in accidental injury to a person or accidental
damage to property providing the indemnified person was at the time
of the accident within the scope of his employment or office. Mr.
Eric Hare moved adoption of the article. Seconded and passed.
Article 8. To see if the school district will vote to authorize the
school board to purchase a comprehensive general liability insurance
policy in order to protect the school district officers, administrative
staff and itself against personal liability suits. Mr. Hare moved
adoption of the article. Seconded. Mr. J. Harrison asked about the
cost, which is $1200 for a three-year policy and is in the budget.
Article passed.
Article 9. To see what sum of money the district will vote to
raise and appropriate for the support of schools, for the payment of
salaries for school district officials and agents, and for payment of
the statutory obligations of the district. Mr. Hare moved that the
sum of $2,318,780 be raised. Seconded. Mr. Hare stated that this
budget was meant to continue the level of education in Amherst
Schools with the state minimum standards as both a guide and a
goal. Mr. Dudley noted that the $417,000 increase was less than that
projected when the withdrawal was voted. He briefly explained the
budget breakdown distributed to the voters. He explained the three
additional faculty positions for consideration, a physical education
teacher, a library aide, and a Grade 1 aide. He moved the budget be
increased in the amount of $14,549.00. Mrs. Puddington asked that
the three positions be voted on separately. After a voice vote, a
standing vote was requested, with the following results: for a physical
education teacher at $7,843.00; total votes 139, "yes" 71, "no" 68,
carried; for a library aide at $3,353.00, total votes 139, "yes" 56,
"no" 83, defeated; for a Grade 1 aide at $3,353.00, total votes 139,
"yes" 96, "no" 43, carried. The amended article in the amount of
$2,329,976.00 was passed.
Article 10. To transact any other business which may legally
come before said meeting. Mrs. Marion Sortevik moved that at future
school meetings, eligibility to vote be by check-list and by identity
tags or seating arrangement. Seconded and passed.
Meeting adjourned at 9:38 p.m.
LOUISE AINSWORTH, Clerk
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SYNOPSIS OF SPECIAL DISTRICT MEETING
April 26, 1974
A special meeting of the School District of Amherst on April 26,
1974 at the Wilkins School was called to order at 8:17 p.m. by
Moderator Creeley Buchanan, who read the warrant: To see if the
district will vote to approve the provisions of and participate in the
N.H. Voucher Project commencing with the 1974-75 school year.
Mr. Buchanan introduced Mr. Milne of the State Department of
Education, who would be recognized when appropriate to answer
questions.
Mr. Paul Dudley offered a substitute motion. "To see if the
District will vote to authorize the School Board to apply for a grant
for the purpose of studying the feasibility of the New Hampshire
Education Voucher Plan as it would apply to Amherst, and make a
recommendation to be voted on at the annual School District meeting
in 1975."
Seconded by Mr. John Melrose, who stated that the Ways and
Means Committee would prefer more study of the Voucher Plan and
recommends a "yes" vote on the substitute motion. A voice vote to
consider the substitute motion carried.
Information brought out by questions was as follows: Federal
funds are available for the study, from the National Institute of
Education, Department of Health, Education and Welfare. Applica-
tion does not necessarily mean the town would be approved. The
Board would decide what form the study should take and present
their plan to the state, the amount of money is negotiable, and there
are no "strings" attached. At present approximately 7% of Amherst
students attend schools out of the district, primarily in the secondary
grades. The receiving district does not have to be a participant of the
Voucher Plan. The plan runs for seven years, with the sixth and
seventh years as a "phase-out" period. Grants to study the plan
would be given only to districts which qualify under the site selection
process. The legal questions as to whether a district can spend tax
money outside the district, and whether the AREA plan would take
precedence if Amherst voted to participate must be answered.
Mr. G. W. Brown moved the question, and Moderator Buchanan
called for a standing vote. The result was: "yes" 125; "no" 41; for
a total of 166. The substitute article was passed.
Mr. G. W. Brown moved adjournment. Seconded. Meeting ad-
journed at 9 p.m.
LOUISE AINSWORTH, Clerk
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SPECIAL SCHOOL DISTRICT MEETING
September 6, 1974
The Amherst Special District Meeting at the Wilkins School was
called to order at 8:07 p.m. by Moderator Creeley Buchanan, with
approximately 30 voters present, admitted by checklist. Mr. Buchanan
read the warrant.
Mr. G. W. Brown moved the School District vote approval of
the article. Seconded by Mr. Frank Whaland. Mr. Dudley showed on
maps the three pieces of land involved. The first parcel would give
Beacon Associates a right-of-way to their land-locked land. The sec-
ond parcel would give the School District a right-of-way from the
Boston Post Road to the School land. The third parcel would be for
the town to use for the new fire station on Stearns Road.
Mr. Whaland stated that a neighboring piece of land to that
offered for the fire station on Stearns Road had been offered for
$50,000 or $7500 per year for 30 years. Mr. Dudley noted that the
right-of-way would come from the school land, not the Conservation
Commission land. Mr. Huebner noted that the Ways and Means
Committee had discussed the swap, noting that the released land
could contain 7 houses.
Mr. Whaland moved the question. Seconded. A voice vote indi-
cated the motion carried by a majority. Mr. Whaland moved adjourn-
ment. Meeting adjourned at 8:22 p.m.
LOUISE AINSWORTH, School Clerk
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OFFICE HOURS of TOWN OFFICERS
Selectmen
Town Hall, Wednesday Evenings, 7:30 p.m.
Selectmen's Secretary
Town Hall: Monday thru Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Town Clerk
Town Hall: Monday thru Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Monday evenings, 7:00 to 9:00 p. m.
Tax Collector
Town Hall: Monday thru Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Monday evenings, 7:00 to 9:00.
Zoning Administrative OflBcial
Town Hall: Monday thru Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 10.00 a.m.
Monday evenings, 7:00 to 9:00 p.m.
General Information
Town Office Telephones 673-6041 and 673-6048
Town Clerk — Tax Collector







Open Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday, Sunday
8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Summer Hours — July, August, September:
Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday, Sunday
9:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
For Police or Any Emergency 673-1414
To Report a Fire 673-3131
